
After a delay brought on by the dreaded virus, the winners of the  2020 
English Olympiad were made known in mid-July. 

The De Beers English Olympiad is an annual English literary competition, 
organised jointly by the Grahamstown Foundation and the South African 
Council for English Education (SACEE). The aim of the Olympiad is to enrich 
learners through the study of English and to encourage critical thinking and 
creative writing. 

The theme for the 2020 Olympiad was ‘Consequences’ and the anthology was entitled Aftermath, which 
consisted of a selection of mixed genres 
including ‘Faustus’, a short story entitled 
‘A Bag of Sweets’ and a modern radio play 
‘Taxi’. 

The examiners were Yvette Morgan 
(Home Language) and Tasneem Dolley 
(First Additional Language). 

This year we made some progress in 
increasing the number of candidates 
entering the Olympiad.  After “flattening 
out” in 2019 we are now, once again, 
increasing the numbers – 2020 saw 1711 
more entries than in the previous year.  

The exam was written on Tuesday, 3 
March. This was just before the Covid-19 
pandemic broke out so we were grateful 
that they were able to write.   

Normally the Top 15 HL winners and the 
top 5 FAL winners are given a trip to the 
National Schools Festival in Makhanda in 
July with all expenses paid. This year there 
was no Schools Festival because of the 
Coronavirus, which meant, sadly,  that 
there was no prize-giving.                    

                                     (continued on page 3) 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF THE 
2020 OLYMPIAD 

The first place went to La’mia Dadabhay (Roshnee 
Islamic School, Roshnee, Gauteng);  while Durban 
Girls’ College produced second (Holly Munks) and 
third (Samira Saduker) places. The others in the top 15 
were as follows: 

4th: Jack Brand (Fairmont High) 

5th: Samantha Collins (St Mary’s School, Waverley) 

6th: Gemma Mills (Cornwall Hill College) 

7th: Emma Craig (St Mary’s School, Waverley) 

8th: Colombe Obono Eyono (Westville Girls’ High) 

9th: Lilitha Nkuhlu (St Anne’s Diocesan College) 

10th: Andi Qu (St John’s College) 

11th: Johann Kok ((Pretoria Boys’ High) 

13th: Gabriella Hoskins (Parktown High School for 
Girls) 

14th: Maria Jagoda Simpson (Cornwall Hill College) 

15th: Jordyn Soldon (York High School) 



From my Chair …  

DR MALCOLM VENTER 
NATIONAL CHAIR 

 

COVID—BUT 
NOT COWED! 
 
The year 2020 so far has 
been overshadowed by 
COVID-19—not just in 
education but in general life. 

SACEE has been hit, but not silenced, by 
the virus. We managed to beat the 

lockdown just in time for the candidates for the 2020 English 
Olympiad to write their exam in March. Marking was befuddled by 
the delays in the posting of the scripts and the fact that markers were 
in lockdown. But, despite the odds, the team managed to complete 
their marking.  

Other SACEE activities have had to be put on hold, but branches are 
looking at ways of continuing to offer the young people of the 
country opportunities to explore the English language.  

We managed—courtesy of Zoom—to have our AGM in May, as well 
as a meeting of the National Projects Committee (NAPCOM) in 
June.  

Only time will tell how things will go for the rest of the year. 

SACEE has being going for 65 years and—virus or no virus—we will 
continue to fulfil our mission: to support the teaching and 
appreciation of English in South Africa. 
 

Congratulations! 

During the 
closing 
ceremony of the 
World Scholars’ 
Debating Cup 
programme in 
the Africa 
region. our 
National Vice-
Chair, Tlou 

Mashitisho,  
was announced 
as the Coach of 
the Year. The 
award is not one 
that any of the 
individuals work 
towards but one 
where WSC feels 

it necessary to recognise its partners at their Global 
rounds. 
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Who is SACEE? 
 
 

The South African Council for English Edu-

cation is a registered non-profit association 

mainly consisting of voluntary members. 

SACEE was established in 1955 by a small 

group of people who were dedicated to the 

protection of English usage. Our mission 

statement – to support the teaching, learning 

and appreciation of English.  

Today, through a network of branches and 

membership, the Council succeeds in initiat-

ing and sustaining a wide variety of worth-

while activities and projects, undertaken vol-

untarily by members and aimed at benefiting 

teachers, learners and college and university 

students. SACEE provides a practical means 

for individuals and organisations to partici-

pate in the development of skills and in the 

enjoyment of the English language. SACEE 

draws together people with an appreciation of 

the richness of the language, a concern for 

clarity of thought and a respect for the multi-

lingual diversity of South Africa. 

CONTACT US 
National Office Mrs Lesley Todd Tel: 082 4488 372 

E-mail: 
sacee.national@gmail.com 

National Chair Dr Malcolm Venter drv@worldonline.co.za 

Bloemfontein Branch Miss M Smith mel23451@hotmail.com 

Border Branch Mrs V Packery sacee@telkomsa.net 

Eastern Cape Branch Mrs A Peltason annepie@telkomsa.net 

Johannesburg Branch Dr R Quince rquince@global.co.za 

Mid-Vaal Branch Ms A Papageorgiou astellapapag@gmail.com 

Polokwane Branch Mr T Mashitisho tlou@saceepolokwane.org.
za 

Pretoria Branch Mrs C Marks saceepta@gmail.com 

Western Cape Branch Mrs A Gwynne-Evans alisonge@sadomain.co.za 

English Olympiad Eastern Cape Branch 

English Alive Western Cape Branch 

Language Challenge Border Branch 

mailto:mel23451@hotmail.com
mailto:sacee@telkomsa.net
mailto:annepie@telkomsa.net
mailto:rquince@global.co.za
mailto:astellapapag@gmail.com
mailto:saceepta@gmail.com
mailto:tnicolay@hotmail.com
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Sincere thanks must go to  

Prarochna Rama, the Olympiad Officer for the Grahamstown Foundation, which 
is responsible for the administration of the Olympiad. 

Dr Di Ayliff-Mc Dermott, who has retired after many years as the National 
Academic Co-ordinator of the Olympiad.   

De Beers, which has sponsored the event for more than two decades. 

 
Prizes awarded for the English Olympiad are as follows:  

a. The Top 3 HL candidates receive R33 000, R30 000 and R27 000 respectively. 

b. The Top 10 candidates in the FAL exam receive various cash prizes from SACEE.  

c. The top 42 candidates in the HL exam and the top 8 candidates in the FAL exam receive free tuition 
scholarships for their first year of study at Rhodes University, immediately upon successful completion of 
the matriculation examinations, and subject to meeting the university’s entry requirements.  

d. All candidates who complete the paper with sufficient comment receive certificates indicating a classified 
evaluation ranging from Participation to Gold. 

Top 15 in 2020 FAL English Olympiad 
RANK First Name Surname School Name 

1 Tinyko Jeleni Khanyisa Education Centre 

2 Marli Du Preez DF Malherbe High School 

3 Tsianda Netsianda Mbilwi Secondary School 

4 Kwenama  Mkhize  Zenex - Izimpande Zokukhanya 

5 Yanga Jonas Maths and Science Leadership Academy 

6 Samuel Mamaphomolo Machabeng College Lesotho 

7 Alethea Vermeulen Swartland High School 

8 Kayla Craddock Otto du Plessis High School 

9 Jason Parker Otto du Plessis High School 

10 Mukundi Mueletshedzi Mushaphi Mbilwi Secondary School 

11 Uzwothe Vongani Mthombeni Mbilwi Secondary School 

12 Nhlayiseko Baloyi Khanyisa Education Centre 

13 Liyema Zaza Woolhope Secondary School 

14 Nyiko Shitlhavani Khanyisa Education Centre 

15 Boineelo  Mankwe  Vryburg High School 

The English Olympiad was established by the Port Elizabeth Branch of SACEE in 1976. In the first year it 
had 119 candidates from the Eastern Cape. The next year it was extended to the old Cape Province and in 
in the next year it became a national competition. In 1978 the Grahamstown Foundation came on board to 
undertake the administration of the project, while SACEE retained responsibility for the academic aspects. 
This has been a most fruitful collaboration. 



 

REPORT FROM TWANJI KALULA 

 

The 2020 edition of English Alive will be the 54th 

anthology, produced annually without a break in 

production. 
  

English Alive 2020 Staff 

Editor: Twanji Kalula 
Assistant Editors: Chelsea van Lieshout, Neiloe 
Whitehead 
 

Submissions 

The ‘February Circular’ was released at the end of 
February. We have received hundreds of submissions, 
which are currently being processed and graded. It feels 
as though there have been fewer submissions due to the 
disruptive school year – but that can only be confirmed 
further down the line.  

We are running our ‘At Any Time’ campaign to 
encourage learners and teachers to submit throughout 
the year and avoid a rush in April and May. Our official 
closing date for submissions remained 1 April, with late 
entries accepted until 1 May. We decided to extend the 
submission to 1 June as COVID-19 has been incredibly 
disruptive.  

We have received several submissions of artwork for 
consideration for the cover and have some great 
submissions from last year on file.  
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Selection 
Once all the pieces have been reviewed by the editor and 
our assistant editors, a shortlist will emerge; from those 
pieces, through discussion and consultation (where 
necessary), the final published selection of 60-70 pieces will 
be drawn.  All work is read and assessed anonymously.  
 

Production & publhication 
We will probably have to reduce our print-run this year 
and look into an ePub version of the book, given the 
current pandemic and possible restrictions around printing, 
postage and delivery. 
 

We would like to publish this year’s edition at the end of 
August. I suspect we will not have a physical book launch 
this year. The Open Book Festival has not indicated 
whether they will be going ahead, and it is unlikely that 
schools will want to host an event.  

We will make an electronic version of this year’s edition 
available for sale on the English Alive website. Though 
demand has been historically low, it is worth exploring.  

  

The English Alive website 

The English Alive website is still active at 

www.englishalive.org.za 

  

The English Alive 

Facebook Group 

Robin Malan continues to 

manage our Facebook 

group. A few writers and 

theatres have reached out to our databases – asking for 

support for various initiatives. You can visit  us at  https://

www.facebook.com/groups/34922431048/  

Midvaal Branch - REPORT FROM ANNASTELLA PAPAGEORGIOU  

This year the Junior Original Writing Competition for Pri-
mary Schools was led by Miss Annastella Papageorgiou, 
assisted by Mrs Robin Nell, Mrs Gill Callan, Mrs Heather 
Tutton, Mrs Paula De Oliviera, Miss Talita Bedessy and the 
Miss Earth SA Team.   

Two hundred and ninety eighty individual pieces of writing 
were submitted by 13 schools. All entrants received a certif-
icate of participation, merit, runner-up or winner. 

The floating trophy in memory of Mrs Beverly Liebenberg 
was awarded to the school with the most winning pieces 
(Roedean School, SA) and a trophy recording the top five 
schools was presented to the runner-up school (King Da-

vid, Linksfield) in honour of Dr. Richard Haywood, a 
founder of this particular competition. The other schools 
in the top 5 were Pridwin Preparatory (3rd), St Mary’s 
School, Waverley and Auckland Park Preparatory (4th) 
and Harford College (5th).   

Some of the awards were presented by Lungo Katete 
(Miss Earth South Africa 2019). Mr Digby Ricci was our 
guest speaker, who made some valuable points about 
poetry writing. 

The competition was sponsored by Reader’s Warehouse, 
The Miss Earth South Africa Programme, Mondeor Pri-
mary, The Glen Shopping Centre and Generation Earth.  

http://www.englishalive.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/34922431048/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/34922431048/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/34922431048/
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SACEE has had a year of consolidating several 

initiatives, only to have things brought to a rather 

abrupt stop as the lockdown due to COVID-19 brought 

schools and businesses to a standstill and resulted in 

the rolling over of several initiatives until the New 

Year.  

We have also finalised the process of the handing over of 
English Alive from the Business Manager, Robert van de 
Valk and his wife, Sharon  After the retirement of several 
Committee members last year, we have seen new 
committee members take up their new roles and 
responsibilities. Roger Graham passed responsibility for the 
Forum Discussions to Alexa February of Reddam House. 
Peter Nicolay has formally handed over his responsibilities 
as Treasurer, and Catharina Stone has been supporting me 
in this role as we developed new financial systems. 

Jack Mutsvairo of St Cyprian’s school has been a stalwart 
force driving the new City Bowl Public Speaking Challenge. 
Abdul, Melanie, Lesa and Tarryn all continue as committee 
members and their support is evident and appreciated. 
 

Spellcheck 

Terrill has continued to co-
ordinate the Spellcheck 
competition. This year we have 
had wonderful support from a 
new group of markers, largely 
affiliated to St Andrew’s 
Church in Newlands.   

 

The Rambling Readers 
Terrill has continued her oversight and involvement with 
this project with her established team.  Having completed a 
successful year in 2019, the 2020 reading programme began 
auspiciously at the beginning of February.  With several 
potential new volunteers, we were hoping to extend the 
readings to one, and perhaps two, further schools in the 
Kensington area.  Sadly, the Covid-19 virus lockdown 
intervened, with all schools closing just before the 
scheduled end of the first term. Sincere thanks to the teams 
of loyal readers, who have given so much to the children in 
the schools at which they read, and who have in many cases 
formed strong and rewarding bonds with educators.   
 

The Forum Discussions 

Alexa February of Reddam House ran an entertaining and 
slick set of Forum Discussions  Forum Discussion 2019 

Western Cape Branch 

REPORT FROM ALISON GWYNNE-EVANS 

saw 16 schools participating from around the Western 
Cape. This included 5 new schools, and we were 
pleased to see an increase in second-language speaker. 
Two preliminary and one final round were held as well 
as a training session graciously hosted by Roger 
Graham and attended by 9 schools. All evenings were 
well supported by parents and peers. The final was won 
by Hoërskool DF Malan, and best chair and best 
speaker were awarded to students from Reddam House 
and Herzlia respectively.   
 

City Bowl Public Speaking Challenge 

This year we had the commitment of several new 
schools on the Atlantic Seaboard to be part of the 
competition.  Lockdown curtailed the competition the 
week before kick-off and it is likely that the 
competition will roll over to next year. Last year 
Zonnebloem Nest participated in the preparation 
round, although only three schools competed.  Chantal 
Chavda of Gardens Commercial and Mandla Sibanda 
of Cape Town High have continued to offer support in 
this initiative into its third year. The winning school last 
year was again St Cyprian’s, with good performances 
from Gardens Commercial at the Junior Level . 
 

The Slam Poetry 
Initiative 

Abdulmugeeth Petersen 
of Pinelands High 
School is driving a new 
initiative of involving 
particularly Grade 8 and 
9 students with the 
writing and performing of poetry.   
 

Partnership with Jakes Gerwel Fellowship 

Four Jakes Gerwel fellows assisted with various 
projects during the course of 2019. Their names are 
Ntabiseng Khetla, Miairah Cader, Christopher 
Williamson and Murray Hines. The JGF has been 
identified as a strategic partnership for SACEE.   
 

Scalibrini Centre 

SACEE was approached by the Scalibrini Centre to see 
if we had manpower available to mark assignments for 
students linked to an overseas degree programme.  This 
initiative supports children of migrants and refugees 
and is run by New Hampshire University.  Lise Day 
continues to do this work remotely.   



Eastern Cape Branch  - REPORT FROM ANNE PELTASON 
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MEMBERSHIP FEES: We are charging a membership 
fee of R100 per annum for all those who mark the 
Olympiad examination. Our membership has been 
extended by some other new members.  

SPEECH COMPETITION: This year Ricky Woods 
effectively ran the EC High School Speaking Challenge on 
the 19th February, serving also, once again, as the Contest 
Chair.   

The judges were:  Marlene van Wyk, Tostmaster and Past 
National Contest Winner; Chief Judge, Nicolas Mitchell, 
Distinguished Toastmaster; and Glenis Whitehead, Area 
A1 Director, Algoa Toastmasters.  

This year the competition managed to break even on costs. 

The entry fee was raised to R120. Eleven schools 

participated, namely: Pearson, Victoria Park, Sanctor, 

Linkside,  Westering, Lawson Brown and Alexander High 

Schools, Riebeek and Woodridge Colleges, Hoërskool 

Framesby and Collegiate Girls’ High. The speeches 

were all of an exceptional standard which put pressure 

on the adjudicators.  Kamvelihle Penkesi, who won, 

spoke on a harrowing topic of ‘Healing’ with 

wonderful control; Azraa Rockman, who came second, 

with a speech entitled ‘Dear Mr Educator’; Kiara Bouw 

held the audience in the palm of her hand with her 

speech ‘Ready, Player One?’; and a gifted young man, 

Dallyn Windvogel, gave an impassioned delivery of a 

speech entitled ‘Freedom’.  

ENGLISH OLYMPIAD: The 2020 Olympiad, 

which is situated in the Eastern Cape Branch, went off 

well as usual. Congratulations to this year’s Home 

Language examiner, Yvette Morgan, on her marriage 

and the birth of her daughter.  

Pretoria Branch - REPORT FROM CELESTE MARKS 

2019 was another successful year for the Pretoria Branch of 

SACEE.  We congratulate all learners who took the time to 

dive into their thoughts, emotions and ideas to create mas-

terpieces.  Creative writing is also known as ‘the art of mak-

ing things up’, but it is a vital part of modern society as it 

becomes a tool used for self–expression.   Language is such 

a powerful concept because it has the ability to completely 

shape ideas and thoughts.   

I was extremely impressed with the writing skills of our 

young learners; they were able to 

attune themselves with the sound 

of their own imaginations and this translated into 

beautiful stories and poems.  

Thank you to all parents, learners and teachers, with-

out your input we would not be able to celebrate these 

achievements. I would also like to thank the SACEE 

Committee for their sacrificial contributions; I am 

grateful and honoured to be part of SACEE.  

Bloemfontein Branch - REPORT FROM MELISSA SMITH 

2019 was another fruitful year for our debating league.  We 
had a total of 10 schools that participated throughout the 
year. It was the first year that Bloemfontein High School 
joined the SACEE debating league and they did exceptional-
ly well. Their Junior team made it through to the final 
round.  

The winners of the league for 2019 were as follows:  

Juniors: St Joseph’s CBC (won against Bloemfontein High)  

Seniors: Eunice Girls’ School (won against Grey College)  

We tried something different this year. The final round was 
hosted at Grey College and the senior debate took place on 
stage with a panel of adjudicators instead of in a classroom. 
We encouraged parents and other debaters to watch the 

final round. All teams that made it through to the final 
round received medals and we were fortunate to be 
able to finally give something to the learners for their 
hard work throughout the year.  

We are very dependent on the students to adjudicate 
at each round and it was refreshing to see many new 
faces from the Central University of Technology as 
well as the University of the Free State. The student 
adjudicators play a vital role in ensuring the running of 
our debating league and their dedication does not go 
unnoticed.  

Mrs Megan Potgieter has officially joined the board as 
Secretary/Treasurer. She has been a tremendous help 
throughout the year and I appreciate her efforts.  
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Border Branch - REPORT FROM VERUSHKA PACKERY 

 

 

At the 2019 AGM held at Hudson Park Primary School in 
March 2019, the following were elected to the Branch Com-
mittee :Mrs V. Packery (chairlady); Mrs A. Smith (vice-
chairlady); Mrs L. van Tonder (secretary / treasurer); Mrs W. 
Human; Ms L. Ninneman; Ms K. Smith; Mrs C. Tuck; Mrs 
H. Breetzke; Mrs M. Loxton; Ms C. Wheeler;   Mr C. 
Thompson; Mr M. Wood    

Sadly after many years of service to SACEE, Mrs Cheryl Le 

Roux handed in her resignation.  Her contributions and 
input will be sorely missed.  Mrs Le Roux was replaced 
by Mrs L van Tonder as the new Secretary/Treasurer. 

To the principals, educators, learners and parents, thank 
you for your continual support of SACEE in the Border 
Region. SACEE would not exist without our loyal, 
hardworking committee members, and thus we extend a 
heartfelt thank you to them for their continued dedica-
tion and commitment.   

ACTIVITY NUMBER OF ENTRANTS WINNERS 
FORUM DISCUSSION for GRADE 10 – 12 8 teams Clarendon High 

FUN WITH WORDS for GRADES 1, 2 and 3 Grades 1-3: 13 schools 
Grades 4 & 5: 11 schools 
Grades 6 & 7:9 schools 

Clarendon Preparatory 
Stirling Primary 
Stirling Primary 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ GRADES 8 -11 6 teams Lilyfontein School 

POETRY FESTIVAL Junior: 435 poems 
Senior: 121 poets 

30 gold, 54 silver 
17 gold, 18 silver 

PUBLIC SPEAKING FOR GRADE 3 14 entrants Stirling Primary 

PUBLIC SPEAKING FOR GRADES 4 and 5 
(JUNIORS) / GRADES 6 and 7 (SENIORS) 

Gr 4 & 5: 9 schools 
Gr ^ & &: 10 Schools 

Stirling Primary 
Gonubie Primary 

READ OUT LOUD FOR GRADES 4 and 5 Gr 4 & 5: 17 schools 
Gr 7 & 7: 13 schools 

Laerskool Nahoon 
Laerskool Nahoon &Merrifield 

SPELLING BEE FOR GRADE 2 and 3 Gr 2 & 3: 17 schools 
Gr 4 – 7: 13 schools 

Merrifield & Stirling 
Gonubie Primarh 

SLAM POETRY 8 schools Best Junior: Clarendon 
Best Senior: Stirling 

SHORT STORY – NATIONAL CONTEST Grade 6 & 7: 543 entries 
Grade 8 – 11: 105 entries 

106 stories awarded gold, and 163 silver 

PUZZLE PARADE FOR GRADES 1, 2 and 3 - 
NATIONAL COMPETITION 

9 490 entries 111 (Gr 1), 61 (Gr 2), 57 Gr 3) scored 
100% 

LANGUAGE CHALLENGE FOR GRADES 4 TO 
11 - NATIONAL COMPETITION 

22 073 entrants 1 entrant scored 100% 
9 entrants from East London in top 3 
positions Gr 4-11 

Polokwane Branch - REPORT FROM TLOU MASHITISHO  

The Limpopo Schools Debating Championship was 

hosted at Mitchell House on Saturday, 7 September 2019. 

Three rounds of debating and a final debate later, Coach 

Mapitsi and the Limpopo Selectors had agreed on the jun-

ior debaters that would represent our province during the 

South African National Schools Debating Championship 

at the University of Pretoria. The senior team selection 

process was reviewed for 2019 as a trial run to see how 

the local community would respond to an extended selec-

tion process. The learners gathered together over two 

weekends for a final round of debates for selection to the 

senior Limpopo team.  

We congratulate the following selected seniors who rep-

resented Limpopo at the South African National 

Schools Debating Championships 2019 (SANSDC) at 

the University of Pretoria:   

Naledi Sebati, Dichochi Ramotlou, Shamiso Bopape, 

Tshegofatso Ledwaba, Tsebo Sekole, Qasim Osman, 

Sphiwe Kokela, Samson Manabalala, Sagale Sodi, Alicia 

Mmethi, Lethabo Manthathe, Mahlatsi Talane, 

Matshidiso Sedilela, Munzhedzi Revele, Tinotenda 

Mwanyangadza, and Wendy Morukhuladi. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(continued from page 7) 

The World Scholars Cup Mini-Global Round was 

hosted in Durban and it truly was a celebration of 

learning. Our group of 55,joined over 800 children 

from countries as far as Norway and China. In total, 

16 different nationalities were represented at the 

opening ceremony. Learners thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience. One memorable marker of the magic of 

the competition was observing learners in the lobby 

at the Durban Playhouse Theatre after the closing 

ceremony. Usually learners disappear into their sepa-

rate teams and head home (often times disappointed 

and in tears). At the Mini-Global, the experience was 

very different. Learners stayed in the lobby for over 

an hour, taking pictures with new friends and cele-

brating each other’s achievements.  

 

 

Johannesburg Branch - REPORT FROM ROHAN QUINCE 

SHAKESPEARE MONOLOGUE COMPETITION 

The 4th annual SACEE Shakespeare Monologue Competition 
took place on 15-16 May 2019 at the National Children’s 
Theatre. Speeches from no fewer than twelve Shakespeare 
plays were performed, ranging from comedies like As You Like 
It to tragedies like Hamlet and histories like King Richard III; 
from well-known favourites like Romeo and Juliet to lesser 
known plays like The Two Gentlemen of Verona.  

The adjudicators, Eleanor-Mary Cadell and Lizzie Staughton 
of the Johannesburg Shakespeare Society, were delighted by 
the enthusiasm of the performers and impressed by the 
dramatic impact of many of the speeches.   

Five Highly Commended Awards were given.  Joshua 
Wilensky from King David Linksfield gave a hilarious 
rendition of Launce (and his dog) from The Two Gentlemen of 
Verona, as well as a dramatic speech from the First Player in 
Hamlet, and Polonius’s advice to Laertes from the same play.  
Matthew Greenfield of KES presented a wonderfully comic 
portrayal of Bottom as Pyramus in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  
Yael Duchen of KDL was poignant as Juliet in Romeo and Juliet, 
commanding as Portia in The Merchant of Venice, and indignant 
as Helena in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Callum Beukes of 
KES eerily played all three Witches in Macbeth.  Samuel Hertz 
of Redhill presented a persuasive Cassius in Julius Caesar, an 
outraged Malvolio in Twelfth Night and a playful Puck in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

The Winners were Rachelle Weiss from the British 
International Distance College with an accomplished and 
convincing portrayal of Viola in Twelfth Night, and Sinhako 
Ncala of KES with his powerful performance as King Lear. 

CREATIVE WRITING 

The competition keeps growing and growing.   

DEBATING 

The 2019 season for the SACEE debating league in 
Gauteng was a successful one with over 100 school 
teams participating in both the senior and junior 
sections. Once again participation was good with 
approximately 100 teams participating in both the 
senior and junior sections.  The final set of junior 
debates was completed just before the compulsory 
school closures were announced. 

Some of the debaters from training day with a facilitator, 

Mr D Arentsen 

Learners from Mitchell House, Taxila Secondary School, 
Rusplaas Christian Model School and our South Sudanese 
friends just before departure to their homes, hundreds of 
kilometres away 


