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‘Talented writers with open minds’
Rhodes University scholarship winners
The De Beers English Olympiad scholarship may be privy
to students who are gifted writers, but it certainly does not
discriminate on the basis of interests.
In 2012 Rhodes University welcomed 10 exceptional
students who had been granted a scholarship for their first
year of study through the De Beers English Olympiad
competition.
Pictured: Graham McNaughton and Lililian Reuters
Picture courtesy of Paul Greenway

Rhodes University has been a longstanding sponsor of the De Beers English
Olympiad, making funds available for
scholarships to all participants who
place in the top 50, provided they meet
all other university requirements.

With this firm partnership in place,
Rhodes will continue to educate topnotch students and accommodate
unusual subject combinations across
faculties where possible. This is one of
Rhodes’ unique features and interfaculty
collaborations are not just allowed but
also encouraged.

LiIllian Reuters, who was the recipient of one such
scholarship, says that Rhodes is a good stepping stone to
bigger things. The Westerford High School matriculant
had planned to stay in her home province and attend the
University of Cape Town, but the offer of a scholarship at
Rhodes also came with the temptation to take up an
unusual combination of interfaculty subjects. Realising
that this is just one of the advantages of studying at a
smaller institution that allows a greater degree of flexibility,
Lillian launched with great enthusiasm into Drama, Maths,
Cell Biology and Classical Civilizations as her first year
credits.
St Andrew’s old-boy Graham McNaughton took advantage
of his success to choose a university close to home and
with “a great reputation internationally”. He said that he
expected life to be intense, both socially and
academically, but he has found that Rhodes has “provided
a unique experience with generous doses of both”.
Graham has entered into a completely distinct sphere of
study, that of information technology. With first year
subject choices of Physics, Maths and Computer Science,
it might not be long before he fulfils his hopes of becoming
the CEO of his own advertising company, earning a PhD
and travelling abroad.
The above extracts were taken from an article by Michael Sutherns first
published in the Rhodos magazine in August 2012
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From my Chair
ILL-DISCIPLINED TEACHERS – or
where ignorance is not bliss.
I have for many years been concerned
about the inadequate training of
language teachers – or more
particularly English language teachers,
which is my field of interest. This has
struck me again forcefully in the past
two or three years for a number of reasons.
Firstly, I have been observing student-teachers who have at least
English II, mostly English III, and are busy with their post-graduate
diplomas or the last year of their BEd. Their inadequate knowledge
– either because they have no knowledge or because they have
superficial half-knowledge (which is worse) – is patent in the lessons
they present. Here are just a few examples from lessons I have
recently observed on figures of speech:
•

•

•

•

•

They have no idea of what a figurative comparison is, as
opposed to a literal comparison. Thus they will accept an
example such as He is like Bill Gates or He is as rich as Bill Gates
as a simile. The fact that figurative comparisons are based on
similarities between different classes of things simply eludes
them.
Metaphors are presented as straight alternatives to similes –
comparisons without ‘like’ or ‘as’ (e.g. He is a pig vs He is like a
pig). So far so good – but not far enough. What about
metaphors that are expressed as verbs (e.g. He barked at me)?
In fact, one student who had just taught the difference
between similes and metaphors without mentioning that
metaphors can also be verbs, went on to teach a poem where
the only metaphor was a verb – we iron out our differences.
Not surprising that the pupils did not pick up that it was a
metaphor.
Tautology is presented as mere repetition – e.g. He is a huge,
big man. The fact that tautology always involves using a word
later in a text whose meaning is part of the meaning of an
earlier word (not repetition as such) is not understood. For
example: He returned back (where ‘returned’ means ‘went
back’).
An example of an oxymoron given by two students was pretty
ugly. Neither understood that in this context ‘pretty’ has
nothing to do with looks but is an informal modifier meaning
‘to a moderate degree; fairly’ (Concise Oxford).
The same semi-knowledge phenomenon occurs when students
teach word classes. Thus, for example, they will define a
pronoun as ‘a word which replaces a noun’ – which does not
account for a pronoun replacing a noun phrase. For example:
The old man = He. In terms of their limited definition, one
should then say The old he.

•

•

•

An adverb is defined as a ‘complement’. Certain adverbs (in
particular, adverbs of place) may indeed function as a
complement in a sentence such as He was there when it
happened, but this is not the case with other types of adverbs.
A complex sentence is described as a sentence which ‘is made
up of a simple sentence and a clause that cannot stand on its
own as a sentence’. Once a simple sentence has been
combined with another simple sentence, each of the original
simple sentences is now defined as a ‘clause’. By definition, a
‘simple sentence’ is an independent structure.
Employer and employee are given as examples of antonyms.
Pairs such as these – compare husband, wife; emigrant,
immigrant - are not opposite in meaning as are pairs such as
good, bad; pretty, ugly.

Why should this be the case? Why this ignorance? I think there are
two main reasons:
•

•

The tertiary curriculum: The vast majority of English teachers
do a degree in English which consists purely of literature study.
They are therefore not qualified to teach the language aspects
of English. This is a strange situation – one would not regard a
student who had studied Chemistry but not Physics as being
adequately trained to teach Physical Science.
The school curriculum: The curriculum has, for many years,
sidelined the teaching of grammar; and the new CAPS
exacerbates this situation – it practically outlaws dedicated
language lessons and in its final draft abolished the language
paper (which was reinstated - after a lot of fuss - into the
penultimate version). The result is that teachers, already
reluctant to teach grammar (and other language aspects)
because of their feeling of insecurity in teaching something
they are not masters of, do not feel the need to teach this
because the curriculum plays it down.

The result of all this is that most English teachers have to fly by the
seat of their pants when they teach the language aspects of the
curriculum, using the inadequate knowledge half-remembered from
their school days when they were taught by teachers who, like
themselves, were only half-trained and who neglected these
aspects; and so the situation perpetuates itself.
So what’s the answer? It is clear that the DBE needs to set criteria
for teacher qualifications which include the language aspect, thus
forcing all universities to extend their English degree courses
beyond the literature level if they wish to retain students who are
planning to become English teachers. And we need to change the
school curriculum and provide catch-up classes for English teachers.
Dr M G Venter – SACEE National Chairperson

Secondly, I noted the same ignorance when I reviewed the early
drafts of the new CAPS for English. I could not believe the nonsense
which was included – both in terms of blatantly wrong information
(e.g. ‘concord’ was defined as a ‘tense’) and the proposed teaching
programme – e.g. teaching adverbs before teaching verbs.
Thirdly, I recently paged through an English language textbook
which had been approved by the DBE for the new CAPS. Here are
but a few of the errors I noticed in passing:
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NEWS FROM OUR BRANCHES

BORDER

One of our busiest branches, the Border branch of SACEE ran all its usual projects and
activities very successfully in 2012. The projects included a Short story competition, ‘Fun with Words’,
Public speaking, a General knowledge quiz and a Poetry competition. These culminated in a grand prizegiving ceremony held in November, where over 250 certificates were issued. The branch relies on an
enthusiastic and very dedicated volunteer committee which is greatly motivated by the branch
Chairperson, Mr Neil le Roux. The main project of the branch is the National Language Challenge and
Puzzle Parades which attracts entries from all over Southern Africa.

The National Language Challenge and Puzzle Parades
The SACEE National Language Challenge started in 1991 as an initiative to
provide an English Language benchmarking service to schools. Over the past
21 years the competition has expanded into a national initiative serving
schools in all 9 provinces of South Africa.
In 2012, from a total of 82 schools, 38,502 learners participated in the Tests.
This was a slight increase on the 2011 numbers (37,287 learners from 85
schools).

The details and results for the 2012 Parades and Challenges are
summarised in the table below.

Congratulations to Helen Dugmore from Rustenburg Girls’ Junior and Dayna Richter
from Clarendon Girls’ High, who were in the top 3 in the country in their grades for the
second consecutive year! See extract from winners list reproduced below -

Gr

Pos

Name

School

7
7
7

.1st
2nd
3rd

Helen Dugmore
Chloe Smith
Lauren Booysen

Rustenburg Girls’Junior
Montrose Primary
Herbert Hurd Primary

100%
99%
98%

8
8
8
8
8
8

1st
1st
3rd
3rd
3rd’
3rd

Dayna Richter
Megan Lord
Jarryd Luyt
Emma Cumings
Jo Pigalis
Michelle de Beer

Clarendon Girls’ High
Rhenish
Hudson Park High
Lilyfontein
Saheti School
Stirling High

87%
87%
86%
86%
86%
96%
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Score

Prize
R250 voucher
R200 voucher
R150 voucher
R250 voucher
R250 voucher
R150 voucher
R150 voucher
R150 voucher
R150 voucher
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NEWS FROM OUR BRANCHES

PRETORIA
Pretoria branch of SACEE concentrates on its
annual Creative Writing competitions for Primary
School and High School learners.

Metaphor Poem
Bubble, bubble boil and steam
This fiery dragon is not a dream.
When its button goes south
Steam pours out its delicate mouth.
Just before I have my cup of tea.

Duncan
Armitage,
Grade 5, of
Southdowns
College,
reciting his
poem
‘Metaphor
Poem’ .
Duncan’s
poem is
reproduced
above.

Extract from Chairperson’s report Each year we receive more entries to our Creative Writing
Exposium for Primary Schools and to our High School Writing
Competition. We are delighted with the exploration of the various
genres of writing as well as the standard of writing by these
young people. It is always gratifying to welcome entries from new
members, both private and state primary and high schools. Thank
you to all the participating schools.
The publication of the winning and commendable writings and
poems by primary and high school students is a feather in the cap
of the Pretoria Branch of the South African Council for English
Education, as it proudly showcases the efforts and enthusiasm of
the young and upcoming writers in our area. Congratulations to
all those learners whose writings were published in our booklet!
May you proudly carry your badge of honour!
To those learners whose poems, essays and short stories were
submitted, but not published, I urge you not to despair. In the
meantime, enjoy your writing and practise different genres. It is
not the destination but the journey that ultimately counts!
To the hardworking and dedicated educators at schools, who are
constantly motivating and inspiring learners, SACEE appreciates
your efforts and looks forward to your continued support in the
teaching, learning and appreciation of the English language.

Pictured above: Puno Selesho from Hatfield Christian School, Pretoria,
who was awarded a ‘Distinguished performance’ marking in the Senior
Poetry Section of Pretoria branch’s 2012 Creative Writing Competition.
On Puno’s right is Mrs Sheila Naidoo, Chairperson of the branch and
they are joined by Puno’s very proud Mum.
Puno’s poem, ‘I am an African’ is reproduced below –

I am an African.
Typical lines, comes with tradition and religion.
You sit with expectations of rich soil, beautiful grasslands,
and people with extreme African dark tans.
Well, I have concrete and pits of sand
Milky skin surrounding me
My stars move with flight and through my town-housed
windows
I see them quickly then outta sight!
Clicks and beats you desire to roll off my tongue
but instead you hear evidence of previous colonies formed by
British sons.
You desire by eyes to feast on ‘Drum’ magazine,
but I'm holding ‘My Fairlady’, similarly, I’ll ignore
‘Generations’
for ‘Glee’…
My plate is filled not with samp and beans but sushi,
beef fillets all trimmed and lean, close to ‘Masterchef’ regime.
I chuckle as my fellow shaded brothers
and sisters say “o fananamlungu”, huh? I tell them to
translate.
The mockery continues in vanac.
It’s like a membership in the black united community is what I
lack!
Am I not African too?
Has my upbringing in the suburbs made me lose my roots?
I’ve lost my label of black and a coconut is what I’ve been
tagged,
but today I remove these limitations as I claim my identity
back
because an African is what I am!

Mrs Sheila Naidoo
Chairperson, Pretoria branch of SACEE.
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NEWS FROM OUR BRANCHES
BRANCHES

WESTERN CAPE
Pictured right: Grade 1 Factreton Primary School
pupils in the school library, which the ‘Rambling
Readers’ (under the auspices of the Western
Cape branch of the South African Council for
English Education) helped establish. With them
are Merilyn Dewer, Factreton hedadmaster Saul
Isaacs, June Fourie and Bromyn Norman.
The children are holding some of the books that
were donated to the library by the Tatler and NB
Publishers.
This article was first published in the Tatler (Cape
Town) May 17 2012. Photo: Courtesy of Delia Scott.

The Western Cape branch of SACEE is a very busy branch with a dedicated and enthusiastic volunteer committee.
The branch has recently expanded its ‘Outreach’ reading programme and now has readers in 5 schools in Cape
Town. The schools are in the Municipalities of Maitland and Woodstock where a high percentage of the learners
are bussed or taxied in from townships and informal settlements such as Du Noon and Langa. Since first opening
the pilot programme at Factreton Primary School in 2009, the literacy scores at that school have improved by 50%
(as measured by ANAS (reference the WCED records)). The four other schools included in the project, H J
Kroneberg, Wingfield, Windermere and Holy Cross Primary Schools also report improvement in literacy.
In addition to their reading programme, the Western Cape branch continues to publish its annual edition of English
th
Alive, a collection of writings from High Schools and colleges in Southern Africa. In August 2012, the 46 edition of
the publication was launched in Cape Town – see report on page 8 of this Newsletter. The 2012 edition of English
Alive can be purchased from the branch at a cost of R40.00 and back copies of the publication are also available
from the branch. .
The branch continues to run its other regular projects such as the Forum Discussions and Spellcheck competitions.

EASTERN CAPE
The main project of the Eastern Cape branch is the De
Beers English Olympiad which is organised jointly with
the Grahamstown Foundation. See reports of the English
Olympiad on pages 6 and 7 of this Newsletter. The
branch is also involved and sponsors a number of
‘outreach’ programmes including the Lushington
schools’ project.
Mzo Mahola is responsible for
running the various workshops and poetry reading
classes at the school and pictured left are some of the
learners who have benefited from his teachings. Mr
Mahola has now extended the creative writing and
ecosystem workshops to include public speaking.
The branch has now opened on ‘Facebook’ and the
site is extremely popular and running well. It recently
featured an Alumni special award from NMMU which was given to retired Eastern Cape principal Mrs Natalie Stear
for her contribution to education. Ms Stear was previously named among the country’s top 100 educators and is
actively involved in the Eastern Cape branch of SACEE.
Although the Eastern Cape branch committee is quite small, it is extremely active and effectively promotes the aims
and objectives of SACEE in its many community programmes. As part of an outreach drive, the branch recently
purchased a number of back copies of English Alive (a SACEE publication) and distributed them to local schools to
promote the name of SACEE and to remind the local heads of English what our organisation has to offer their
learners and teachers. It is hoped that this initiative will attract more schools and individuals to join SACEE as full
members.
The branch continues to provide the main academic input for the De Beers English Olympiad. The main coordinator being Dr Diana Ayliff, who is ably assisted by Dr Malcolm Hacksley, Ms Alison Immelman and Ms
Elizabeth Herselman.
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THE 2012 DE BEERS ENGLISH OLYMPIAD
The top 20 winners in rank order

Sarah Taylor the winner of the 2012 De Beers English
Olympiad pictured with Saul Musker who was placed
second and Saskia Kuschke third.

The 2012 De Beers English Olympiad, an
annual English competition, drew more than
7300 entries from high schools throughout
South Africa, Namibia, Botswana and
Mozambique. The competition has been
running since 1977 and is organised jointly by
the Grahamstown Foundation and the South
African Council for English Education (SACEE).
It has been sponsored by De Beers since 1985.
On 6 March 2012, entrants from Grades 10 to
12 wrote the three-hour examination. The
theme for 2012 was ‘When Urban meets Rural’
and the anthology, compiled by SACEE, was
entitled Small Town, Big Voice.
Speaking at the prize-giving event, De Beers
Consolidated Mines Enterprise Development
Manager, Peace Ntuli commented that:
“Although Engish is equal among the eleven
official languages of South Africa, it holds a
special place in business, as it is the medium in
which the global conversation takes place. De
Beers is proud of its association, since 1985,
with the English Olympiad, and is firmly of the
belief that communication is a key to African
development.
The theme of this year’s competition was ‘When
Urban meets Rural’. But to me the two
interesting words in this year’s topic are not
‘urban’ and ‘rural’ but ‘when’ and ‘meets’.
Because ‘when’ speaks to the inevitability of
crossroads, the inevitability of encounters
leading to conversations across divisions. It is
at these meetings, at the threshold between
states, at the meetings between conflicting
viewpoints, that real learning and creativity take
place”

Sarah Taylor
Saul Musker
Saskia Kuschke
Heather Kirkby
Mia McCarthy
Elizabeth Smith
Okuhle Tamella
Megan Matthews
Maya-rose Torrao
Donna Stevens
Didi Tsitsi
MuhammedIsmail Bulbulia
Katja Samouilhan
Thomas Hudson
Andrea Colombo
Dominic Daula
Helena Milne
Candice Buckle
Lerato Melato
Carmen Reiff

Merrifield College
King David H School, Victory Park
Hoërskool, Garsfontein
La Rochelle Girls’ High School
Maris Stella Convent
Collegiate High School for Girls
New Forest High School
The Settlers’ High School
Oakhill School
The King’s College
Roedean School, South Africa
St John’s College, Johannesburg
Oudtshoorn High
Kearsney College
Camps Bay High School
Merrifield College
Parktown Girls’ High School
Our Lady of Fatima Convent
St Andrew’s School for Girls
Deutsche Hohere Privatschule,
Windhoek

The English Development Initiative (EDI) –
2012 saw a big increase in the number of English First Additional
Language (FAL) candidates taking part in the English Development
Initiative (EDI). Mr Ntuli commented:
“It is heartening to see, once again, an increase in the number of
entrants in this year’s competition, and especially to see the numbers
of First Additional Language students now entering the competition
through the Olympiad’s English Development Initiative, or EDI. In
2011, 128 EDI candidates entered, but this more than doubled in 2012,
which saw a total of 315 EDI candidates taking part.
The EDI is a vital component of the Olympiad, and aims to ensure that
schools in communities associated with De Beers enjoy the benefits of
the Olympiad, to promote an increased level of confidence in English
usage in these communities and to provide an opportunity for learners
to test themselves in new environments.
Overall, 95% of English Development Initiative candidates achieved a
merit award or higher. One EDI candidate, Natascha Morris from
Danielskuil High School, showed the benefits of persistent selfimprovement and repeat exposure to the Olympiad; she achieved a
Bronze in 2010, a Silver in 2011 and a Gold award in 2012, being
rd
placed 53 ”

The 2013 English Olympiad: The exam will be written on 5 March 2013 and the theme is ‘Secrets and Lies’. The anthology
compiled by SACEE is a mixed medium anthology entitled In Camera.
Further information about the De Beers English Olympiad can be obtained from: The Olympiad Officer, Grahamstown Foundation,
P O Box 304, Grahamstown, 6140

Telephone: 046 603 1145 Fax: 046 622 7462
E-mail: olympiad@foundation.org.za
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English Olympiad 1982 – from the Archives
Where are they now? Reproduced below is a page from the Foundation’s magazine which was published over
st
30 years ago and features the 1982 English Olympiad. The top three winners – 1 Donna Brook (Rustenburg High
nd
rd
School for Girls), 2 Penny Kew (The Glen High School) and 3 Christopher King (Kingswood College) are pictured with
an official from Rank Xerox and on the right a very youthful ‘Mr’ Malcolm Venter who was the Director of the Olympiad at
that time. Malcolm founded the SACEE English Olympiad in 1977 and in 1982 it was sponsored by Rank Xerox. Dr
Malcolm G Venter is now the National Chairperson of SACEE and De Beers took over as the main sponsor in 1985.
Where are Donna, Penny and Christopher now – we’d love to hear from them - and was the weather in England in 1982
better than it was in 1981 one wonders?
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Another rainy night in wintry
Cape Town! However, that
did not daunt the large and
happy crowd of about 100
students,
teachers
and
parents who attended the
launch of the 2012 English
Alive publication, the 46th
edition of this annual
anthology of high school
writing which has now been
produced by the Western
Cape branch of SACEE,
Mr Greg van Schalkwyk (L) with Robin Malan editor
of English Alive and Siphosethu Mbuli (contributor )
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E-mail: sacee@iburst.co.za
BRANCHES
Bloemfontein

uninterrupted, since 1967. The gathering, held in the Heatlie Pavilion at
Bishops (Diocesan College) in Rondebosch, was hosted by the Bishops
teacher who liaises with English Alive, Wayne Tucker. Wayne also
heads the committee administering the J W Jagger Bequest that supports
English Alive with an annual donation. The school also catered for the
event.

2 Daventry Court
14 Barnes Street
Westdene
Bloemfontein
9301

Border

Anne Schlebusch, English Alive convenor, welcomed the National
Chairperson of SACEE Dr Malcolm Venter, Mr G van Schalkwyk, the
Principal of the Cape Academy of Mathematics, Science and Technology,
Ms Colleen Mongie the Principal of CBC St John’s Parklands and several
other principals and members of staff from some twenty schools in the
area. .

P O Box 173
GONUBIE
5256
E-mail: sacee@telkomsa.net

Michael King was present in three capacities. He was a contributor to
English Alive when he was a school student in 1968, he was the Editor of
English Alive from 1982 to 1989, and he is the Deputy Principal of
Bishops.

41 Admiralty Way
Summerstrand
Port Elizabeth
6001
E-mail: janetbl@iafrica.com

Also attending the launch was Jerome Damon, one of the assistant
editors from 1995 to the present. Jerome teaches at Bridgetown High
School, and is a FIFA-accredited soccer referee who officiated at a
number of matches during the 2010 Word Cup. Jerome was Guest
Speaker at the 2010 launch of English Alive. Not able to attend were the
other two assistant editors Nokuthula Mazibuko (resident in Pretoria) and
Elaine Davie (resident in Kleinmond).
The speaker for the evening, was the outgoing editor Robin Malan, who
spoke on ‘20 years of editing English Alive’. He was one of the founding
assistant editors in 1967 until 1970, then the editor from 1995 to 2012
(with a two-year break in 2005 and 2006) making up twenty years in all.
Asked the question “Have things changed over that time?” Robin
maintained that there are, of course, two answers: “No, nothing has really
changed” and “Yes, of course, everything has changed”. ’ He pointed to
English Alive as being the means by which young writers have reflected
the zeitgeist, the spirit of the times. He quoted this two-line poem by I
Malet-Warden of St Stithian’s College in 1968:
Our garden
Our world is budding like a flower:
A big, black, bloody mushroom.
Copies of the 2012 edition of English Alive can be
obtained from the Western Cape branch of SACEE.
The cost is R40 per copy (excluding postage) – write
to English Alive, P O Box 23912, Claremont, 7735 or
telephone 021 685 4545 or e-mail
englishalive@iafrica.com.
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Eastern Cape

Johannesburg
P O Box 4468
Dainfern
2055
E-mail: saceejhb@telkomsa.net
www.sacee-jhb.co.za

Mid-Vaal
P O Box 1485
Henley-on-Klip
1962
E-mail: stella.papageorgiou@owla.co.za

Pretoria
P O Box 12971
Queenswood
0121
E-mail: saceepta@iburst.co.za

Western Cape
P O Box 23912
CLAREMONT
7735
E-mail: saceewcape@gmail.com

