
 

Shraya Moodley of Epworth High School, in the company of her proud 
parents, brother and grandparents, was announced as the winner of 
the 2017 English Olympiad at the official prize-giving ceremony held 
in Grahamstown on Wednesday 12 July 2017.  
 
In second place was Sarah Martinson of Roedean, while Abigail Sieber-
hagen of Pearson High came in at third place. The Top 3 candidates re-
ceived R33 000, R30 000 and R27 000 respectively.  
The Top 15 candidates were invited to attend the Grade 12 National 
Schools Festival in Grahamstown, and the top 50 candidates free tui-
tion scholarships for their first year of study at Rhodes University. 
 

Ctd page  

 

 

 

 

 

Viva English Olympiad! 

                                  South African Council For English Education 

Sacee newsletter 

AUGUST  2017 

SACEE NEWS 

 

South African  

Council 

For English Education 

 

 
Fundraising No. 007 698 NPO 

PBO No. 18/11/13/3888 
 

www.sacee.org.za  

 

P O Box 12971,  

Queenswood, 0121  

Tel: 082 4488 372  

 

E-mail: sacee@iburst.co.za  

VOLUME 22,  NO 1 

Dr Malcolm Venter, National Chair of SACEE, with Shraya Moodley,2017 winner of the English Olympiad 

Shraya Moodley of Epworth High School, in the company of her proud 
parents, brother and grandparents, was announced as the winner of the 
2017 English Olympiad at the official prize-giving ceremony held in Gra-
hamstown on Wednesday 12 July 2017.  

In second place was Sarah Martinson of Roedean, while Abigail Sieberhagen of 
Pearson High came in at third place. The Top 3 candidates received R33 000, R30 
000 and R27 000 respectively.  

The Top 15 candidates were invited to attend the Grade 12 National Schools Festi-
val in Grahamstown, and the top 50 candidates receive free tuition scholarships for 
their first year of study at Rhodes University.                                    (continued on page 7) 
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Patricia Bootland, our National Secretary for more than two decades, passed 

away unexpectedly on 21 April 2016. At her funeral held in Pinetown, KZN,  on 

28 April, Malcolm Venter paid delivered the following tribute to Pat on behalf of 

SACEE: 

I have known Patricia – or Pat (she didn’t mind which version you used as long as you 

didn’t call her ‘Patty’!) for nearly 20 years in her role as National Secretary of the SA 

Council for English Education (SACEE).  During that that she has provided sterling 

service and exhibited a passion for SACEE. 

In SACEE we have known Pat to be 

 extremely  diligent, efficient and dedicated; 

 a cheerful but no-nonsense colleague (Pat didn’t suffer fools gladly or tolerate people who did not do 

what was required of them); 

 a master of the English language; 

 creative and highly competent. 

 

When Pat took over the office, it was in a state of disarray. Pat applied her organised 

and intelligent mind to the task of building up an infrastructure that would be the envy 

of any NGO. Together with our treasurer, Lesley Todd, Patricia guided us through 

rough waters when our finances were in the doldrums.  

Pat has made great efforts to expand SACEE’s activities into KZN. She has also been 

very instrumental in trying to keep the Bloemfontein Branch alive after the local chair-

person announced her intention to retire, and has been very helpful to the smaller, 

struggling branches such as Polokwane. 

My last email to Pat was sent on the evening before she went into hospital.  Sadly, I 

don’t think she saw the message.  It concerned her last Newsletter, which she always 

put together with minimal input from the branches.  It testifies to Pat’s great compe-

tence and commitment. It was headed ‘well done’ and reads as follows: 

Dear Patricia 
I received my copies of the newsletter today. 
Well done, once again, on a superb publication – readable, visually attractive, informative 
and - a rare thing these days – in correct English.  You are a SACEE star! 
 

We in SACEE shall sorely miss our ‘star’ – our anchor - and our dear colleague. On 

behalf of SACEE, I offer our sincere condolences to Pat’s twin sister Pamela and her 

family. We realise that you, too, will miss her. May you find the strength to handle your 

unexpected loss. 

From my Chair … Dr Malcolm Venter, National Chair SACEE 

 
At the 2017 AGM held 
on 20 May 2017 in Sax-
onwold (no – not at the 
Shebeen, but at the very 
respectable Gauteng 
headquarters of NAP-
TOSA!), I dubbed the 
meeting of the chairs of 
branches and represent-
atives of our national 
projects present as the 

‘annual gathering of the SACEE family’. They – 
along with all their associated local volunteers – 
are a tightly-knit group of people of all ages who 
share two passions: a love of the English Lan-
guage, and a love of young people. Put together, 
their passions translate into the SACEE Vision 
Statement – ‘to promote the teaching, learning 
and appreciation of English’.  They give many 
hours of their time to provide opportunities for 
school pupils to develop and show their linguistic 
and literary skills in English. 

Sadly, this year we took leave of  Sheila Naidoo, 

our cheerful and devoted Chairperson of  the 

Pretoria Branch. After about 12 years at the helm 

and 10 years on the Central Management Com-

mittee, Sheila has decided to step down because 

of  other commitments. We salute you, Sheila, 

and we shall miss you! 

Also at the AGM we were pleased to note a turn-

around in our finances. For a number of years we 

had been running at a worrying deficit. In 2015, 

we made a surplus and look forward to a surplus 

for the next two years at least. This enables us to 

implement the policy we had adopted a number 

of years ago of re-investing some of our interest. 

This will ensure the sustainability of an NPO that 

does not receive any funding from outside the 

organisation.  For this we owe a huge thanks to 

our dedicated National Secretary-cum-Finance 

Officer, Lesley Todd. 
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TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA BOOTLAND 

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

(From left to right)  

Annastella Papageorgiou, Sheila Nai-

doo, Lesley Todd, Robin Malan, Malcolm 

Venter, Di Ayliff, Rohan Quince, Verush-

ka Packery , Melanie Smith, Anne Pelta-

son, Terrill Nicolay, Thlou Mashitisho  

Pat  

Bootland 

 
(1942—2016) 



In 2016 there had 31 389 participants:     
 

  56 schools entered the Grade1-3 Puzzle Parades;  

 55 schools entered the Grade 4 & 5 Language Challenge; 

 58 schools entered the Grade 6 & 7 Language Challenge;  

 23 schools entered the Grade 8 & 9 Language Challenge;                      

 22 schools entered the Grade 10 & 11 Language Challenge.      
 
Congratulations to Erin Swanepoel (Grade 5 - Rustenburg Girls’ 
Junior), and Amy Weinerlein (Grade 9 - Assumption College), who 
both scored 100%.  Also, congratulations to Caitlin Laing 
(Clarendon Girls’ - Grade 10), who has been in the top 3 in the 
country in her grade for the fifth successive year.  
 
SACEE would like to thank all principals, teachers and learners 
from the schools which participated this year. We trust that 
schools found the results informative and useful in benchmark-
ing their school’s English Language proficiency against national 

norms and averages, 
and, for those schools 
which have participat-
ed in the past, plot-
ting and measuring 
their progress against 
previous years. 
 
The Border Branch 
also organised two 
other national events: 
 
PUZZLE PARADE FOR GRADES 1, 2 and 3: There were 10 4312 
entries, of whom 61 (Grade 1), 48 (Grade 2) and 9 (Grade 3) learners 
scored 100%. 
SHORT STORY CONTEST:  We received 481 entries in the Grade 
6 and 7 Section, of which 57 were awarded Gold Certificates. There 
were 138 entries in the Grade 8-11 Section, of which 22 received Gold 
Certificates. 

various SACEE distribution depots.  
 

Presentation 
The quality of the presentation was excellent. Most students and 
teachers are following our Presentation Guidelines, published each 
year at the back of English Alive, sent out with our February Circular 
to schools, and also stated on the SACEE website. This means that 
reading for assessment is greatly eased. 
 

Literary quality 
While it is always going to be variable, the quality of the writing 
eventually selected is, as ever, very good; and the usual spread of 
concerns appears: personal issues, love, family (usually family dys-
function), and social concerns. A quite unusual preponderance of 
pieces addressing or concerning God is apparent this year. 
 

Publication 
We look set to meet our publication date of mid-August, with a 
launch tentatively set for Wednesday 16 August (tbc). 
 

Soliciting Submissions 
As in the past, SACEE 
Western Cape, in addi-
tion to emailing all the 
schools with whom we 
have email contact, 
asked the SACEE 
branches to help us by 
circularising by email the 
schools in their ambit of 
contact and influence.  
 

Submissions 
Our official closing date 
for submissions was 1 
April, with late entries 
accepted until 1 May. I 
am going to go on an all

-out ‘At Any Time’ campaign to try to persuade schools, teachers 
and students to submit At Any Time of the year and so avoid the 
closing-date crush.  
 

 A total number of 53 schools (or students from those 
schools) submitted pieces.  

 631 pieces were received. 

 All of these were submitted by email.  

 Among the schools who submitted work are some completely 
new names to us. This we attribute to the dissemination of the 
English Alive 50 anthology so generously published, printed 
and distributed by Pearson SA, with the kind assistance of the 
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National language Challenge … Neil le Roux 

The Language Challenges—a project of the Border Branch—started in 1991 as an initiative to pro-
vide an English Language bench-marking service to schools. Over the past 25 years it has been ex-
panded into a national initiative serving schools in all nine provinces of South Africa. 

English Alive … Robin Malan 

The 2017 edition of English Alive will be the 51st anthology, produced 
annually without a break in production. 

English Alive 
   a national project of  

  SACEE  
                           The Western Cape branch of the  

              South African Council for English Education  
                                BOX 23912  CLAREMONT  7735 

                       email editorial englishalive@iafrica.com  

           email business shardon@iafrica.com  
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Robin Malan gave an introductory talk entitled ‘Publishing 
Young – or Not: Reflections on editing English Alive’. The talk 
was interspersed with readings by Charles Rom and Jeremy Gor-
din. 
 

The rest of the programme included:  

 Open Mic sessions with contributors reading form their 
works; 

 Four school presentations based on English Alive (Jill Markham 
from Eersterivier High School, Melanie O’Connor from Parel 
Vallei High School and Amina Nordien from Alexander Sinton 
High School); 

 ‘Writing home’: Gabeda Baderooon in conversation with Na-
dia Davids; 

English Alive 50: 

a commemorative anthology of writ-

ing by 

South African high school students 
 

By Robin Malan      
  

In October 2016 Pearson SA published the above 

anthology, which I compiled. I was one of the 

founding editors of English Alive in 1967, and I am 

pleased, fifty years later, to be looking back over 

the fifty editions of English Alive and selecting 230 

pieces of writing spanning those years. 
 

There are several things to be said about fifty years 

of English Alive: 
 

The first is that English Alive is a national project of 

the South African Council for English Education 

(SACEE), and the production of the annual antholo-

gy has been in the hands of SACEE’s Western Cape 

Branch. 
 

Second, it is astonishing that a completely inde-

pendent and unsubsidised literary journal of high 

school writing should have lasted fifty years, with-

out a single break in production. 
 

Third, viewed chronologically, the pieces in this 

fiftieth-anniversary anthology give a fascinating 

overview of what was happening in and to South 

Africa over those momentous fifty years, and how 

South Africa’s young adults reflected and reacted to 

their lived reality. 

Page 4 SACEE NEWSLETTER 

English Alive 50 ComeTogether  

On 22 and 23 April 2017, SACEE hosted a group consisting of contributors to EA50, Grade 
10 to 12 students, teachers, guests and members of the public at the offices of Pearson in 
Cape Town. 

Attendees gather for the ComeTogether 



 Workshops on writing; 

 A session on ‘Keeping English Alive Alive’ with 
Shaun Johnson and Robert van der Valk; 

 From Drama to Theatre, from the Page to the 
Stage’: Karen Jeynes talked to Ameera Conrad 
and to Kiroshan Naidoo about the process; 

 Performance Poetry by Siphokazi Jonas with 
Koleka Putuma and croc E moses. 
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‘Yes, it was a joyous ComeTogether of our 

constituents. There were those whose work was 

featured in English Alive 50 – all the way from 1967 

through to 2016! There were teachers and friends – 

one teacher even reading a poem by her brother 

which appeared in English Alive 50. And then the 

most important people: current students from 

about seven different schools, whose contributions 

to the event made it thoroughly worthwhile!’ -  

Robin Malan, Editor of English Alive 
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Attendees from Eersterivier High School 

‘There were plenty of exciting moments over the two days, but for me the 

Saturday morning registration was a special event – to feel it really had all 

‘come together’ and there were the school students from a cross-section of 

Cape Town schools; individual keen learners; EA alumni; speakers; Pearson 

personnel; SACEE supporters – a lovely mix, eagerly opening their goody 

bags and looking so enthusiastic and happy to be there! Lowlight was on 

Sunday 23 April: getting the large celebratory Shakespeare’s-453rd-birthday-

&-English-Alive’s-50th-birthday cake out of the car and negotiating it into 

the building in the teeth of a howling south-easter!’  -  Terrill Nicolay, 

Chair of SACEE Western Cape Branch 

Poet Gabeda in conversation with playwright/novelist 

Nadia Davids 

Listening attentively to a Pop-Up piece by a 

Wallacedene student 



Eastern Cape Branch … Anne Peltason 

Much of what has happened in the past year involves our extended 
membership. On July 4th last year, Pam Thomson, always a stalwart 
among our Olympiad markers, succumbed to the cancer she had been 
fighting so long and so courageously. A mere three weeks before her 
death she was as  involved as ever,  cheerfully handing out pro-
grammes at the Feathermarket Hall. 

Later, in August Di McDermott received sad news that her sister-in-
law, Vourne, was undergoing chemo-therapy.  Di left for the U.S at 
the end of August to nurse Vourne who has subsequently passed 
away. Our condolences are extended to Di and her family.  

This year Ronnie Bowker has suffered a 
spell of ill-health that saw her admitted to St 
George’s Hospital for treatment. SACEE 
wishes her a speedy recovery. Her insight and 
common sense have been invaluable.  

A dear friend of SACEE, Margaret 
Geldenhuys (pictured right), poet and retired 
member of the Rhodes University English 
Department, has relocated to Cape Town. 
Our loss is the Western Cape’s gain. 

On a more cheerful note, other members and 
associate members of the Council have been 
busy achieving recognition and making headway in the literary world. 
Liz McKenzie-Herselman has been very busy this past year writing 
the material for the OUP Study Guide to The Life of Pi, one of two 
setworks selected for the new curriculum for English Home Lan-
guage. Ms Herselman is a regular writer for Oxford University Press. 
SACEE salutes you, Liz. 

Our own Mzi Mahola has been recognized in the new curriculum in 
the Anthology of poetry, Poetry from all over set for the Grade 11 

Home Language curriculum.  Mzi’s contribu-
tion to SACEE E.C. projects was a writing 
workshop in Lushington until his wife’s illness 
and subsequent death this February, but he 
has steadfastly produced poetry that is receiv-
ing wide recognition. It was thrilling to see the 
review of his own new novel, Dancing with 
Hyenas, published November 2016, in The 
Herald of 17 March, accompanied by a picture 
of Mzi Mahola displaying his novel.  The nov-
el is loosely biographical and will be published 
in two parts, the second to come out later. 
SACEE salutes you, Mzi, and extends our 
sincere condolences on your loss.  

Andrew Renard, past examiner of the English Olympiad, and some-
one of whom those that have taken learners through their paces in 
preparation for the Olympiad will agree is one of the most creative 
E.E. Cummings-like minds the Olympiad has seen in recent history, 
has changed focus from literature to something else entirely: In 2008 
Andrew became a member of the International Boys’ School Coali-
tion Action Research Team and was part of a group of teachers from 
America, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and Britain who studied 

how literature could be used to enhance boys’ understanding of 
masculinity. Andrew’s particular study focused on the sensitive 
issue of changing boys’ attitudes to rape. He presented his ini-
tial study in New Zealand in 2009, where it was very well re-
ceived and caught the attention of Steve Biddulph, an Australi-
an psychologist and writer, who included a summary of An-
drew’s research in his recently released book The New Manhood. 
Andrew has spoken on the topic of ‘Confronting Rape Culture’ 
around South Africa and was invited to speak at the IBSC Con-
ference in Vancouver last year. His research is frequently quot-
ed in Australia and New Zealand. 

He has not completely abandoned his literary interests, howev-
er, and still finds time to write poetry. He had a poem published 
in the international anthology, For rhino in a shrinking world, and 
two of his poems will be included in Marguerite Poland’s up-
coming book on the history of the St Andrew’s College chapel. 
And just to prove that he has not lost his sense of hu-
mour, Independent Education (the ISASA magazine) is publish-
ing a rather tongue-in-cheek article by Andrew on hair re-
strictions and corporal punishment in their autumn issue.     

Our own National Chairman, Dr Malcolm Venter, has not 
proved a slouch in his retirement, co-writing a book on South 
African English with Jean Bran-
ford, entitled Say Again, which 
takes a look at ‘colourful usage of 
South African English’. The 
book is available in most 
bookshops and is published by 
Pharos. Malcolm, the initiator of 
the English Olympiad, stands at 
the forefront of language study in 
South Africa, imaginatively, yet 
sensibly, capturing modern 
thought on language patterns. 
His work and views came as a 
welcome relief to many teachers 
cutting their teeth on language 
teaching from the antediluvian 
Ridout series. I fondly remember 

using his Comprehensive English 
Practice with great enthusiasm.  

Tasneem Dolley, our Olym-
piad FAL Examiner, and hus-
band Rais Salie, on a rainy day, 
23 November,  welcomed baby 
son, Ayaan, whose names 
means ‘God’s Gift’. SACEE 
wishes Tasneem, her husband 

and family great joy. 

SACEE congratulates Ricky Woods and Louise Erasmus on 
their appointments to the position of Deputy Principal of Alex-
ander Road High School and Collegiate High School for Girls 
respectively, positions they have held for more than a year now, 
regrettably not noted in the minutes and reports of the 2016 
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News from our branches 



AGM. These women have had long and illustrious careers in the teaching 
of English and hopefully will continue to make an impact in the class-
room and beyond for years to come.  

SACEE E.C., in collaboration with the S.A. Guild of Speech and Drama 
Teachers, presented the 2017 High Schools’ Public Speaking Challenge at 
Alexander Road High School on 9 February this year. The event was 
seamlessly coordinated by Ricky Woods. Local schools were well repre-
sented, and included schools from as far afield as Woodridge and Uiten-
hage. The competition was judged by Ms Marlene van Wyk, Ms Megan 
Judd, Ms Glenis Whitehead and Dr Di Ayliff-McDermott, and was won 
by an accomplished young man from Victoria Park High School, Lukha-
nyiso Cezula, pictured alongside with his English Teacher Mrs  Sue Hay-
ward. Second was Vivica Twecu from Sanctor High School and third, 
Danelle Vosloo, from Woodridge College. The Most Promising Speaker 

was Clarissa Erasmus, from Hoër-
skool Framesby. SACEE donated 
cash prizes to the winners. 

The East Cape year has been domi-
nated by the preparation, writing 
and marking of the Olympiad, more 
of which is reported on elsewhere 
in this publication.  

Lastly, our  E.C. finances are in 
good hands and for this we thank 
Leila Aylett, our intrepid keeper of 
the books, as well as Renee Whittal 
and her team at Price Waterhouse 
and Coopers.  

(Continued from page 1) This year the Olympiad drew 7832 candidates from 383 national and international schools. These 
included schools from throughout South Africa in addition to schools in Lesotho, Namibia and Botswana. This pres-
tigious competition has run since 1976 and is organized jointly by the Grahamstown Foundation and SACEE, and has 
been generously sponsored by De Beers since 1985.  

The theme of the anthology studied for the examination this year was, ‘Then and Now’. The anthology, compiled by 
SACEE and entitled Staying Alive, consisted of poetry, prose, plays and short stories by South African writers whose 
early works were published in English Alive. The anthology explored some of the early works by these writers alongside 
some of their later writing.  

Chief Examiner, Maxine Ward-Cox, said she was highly impressed by the candidates’ ability to grasp the issues and produce thought-proving 
answers: ‘The questions were fairly demanding and required a thorough knowledge of the texts and an awareness of the issues raised by the 
authors. Candidates showed an ability to grasp these issues, and express their opinions in well-structured and focused answers. Most answers 
were original and thought-provoking.’  
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The top 15 of the English Olympiad with: standing left to right: Prarochna Rama (Olympiad Officer), Anne Peltason (EC Chair);  

seated left to right: Ricky Woods (Marking Centre Manager), Di Ayliff (Academic National Co-Ordinator), Malcolm Venter (National 

Chair), Maxine Ward-Cox (2017 Examiner), Chrissie Boughey (Rhodes University Deputy Vice-Chancellor);  

atanding on the right: Louisa Clayton (Executive Officer, Grahamstown Foundation) 



Border … Neil le Roux 

Herewith, the Annual Chairperson’s 
Report on the activities organised by 
the Border Branch of SACEE during 
2016.  2016 was once again a most 
successful and productive year for our 
Branch. 
 
THE 2016 AGM:  The 2016 
AGM was held at Gonubie Pri-
mary School on 04 May, and was 

attended by delegates from 14  schools.  The following members were 
duly elected to serve on the Branch Committee for 2016: Ms C. Bailey;  
Ms C. Felton;  Ms S. Human;  Ms W. King;  Ms C. le Roux;  Mr N le 
Roux;  Miss L. Ninneman;   Ms V. Packery;  Ms T. Schmidt;  Ms A. 
Smith; Ms C. Sutherland-Tuck.  
 
SENIOR DEBATING LEAGUE: We ran 2 leagues this year.  The 
SENIOR League was won by SELBORNE COLLEGE, and the JUN-
IOR League was won by MERRIFIELD. 
 
DICTIONARY DETECTIVES FOR HIGH SCHOOLS: 7 
Teams entered this competition, which was won by CAMBRIDGE 
HIGH SCHOOL 
 
FORUM DISCUSSION FOR GRADE 10 – 12: The winning 
School was CLARENDON HIGH SCHOOL with Rebecca Mqamelo 
as Best Chairperson. 
 
FUN WITH WORDS FOR Grades 1, 2 and 3: 13 Schools entered 
the Contest.  CLARENDON PREP emerged as the winners. 
 
FUN WITH WORDS FOR GRADES 4 and 5: 15 schools partici-
pated in this contest, which was won by STIRLING PRIMARY. 
 
FUN WITH WORDS GRADES FOR 6 and 7: 17 schools compet-
ed in this contest, with CLARENDON, HUDSON and MERRI-
FIELD claiming first position. 
 
FUN WITH WORDS GRADES 8 and 9: 8 Teams entered this 
competition, which was won by CLARENDON HIGH. 
 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS: 
11 schools entered the Quiz, with GONUBIE PRIMARY and STIR-
LING PRIMARY emerging as victors. 
 
JUNIOR POETRY FESTIVAL: We received 668 poems from 
Grades 4, 5, 6 and 7, and awarded 61 Gold Certificates. 
 
SENIOR POETRY FESTIVAL: 175 young poets entered the Festi-
val, and 24 poems were awarded Gold Certificates. 
 
PUBLIC  SPEAKING  FOR  GRADES  6 and  7: There were 11 
entries in the Prepared Section, which was won by TRANSKEI PRI-
MARY. 10 orators entered the Unprepared Section, which was won by 
CAMBRIDGE PRIMARY.       
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING FOR GRADES 8 and 9: 8 speakers entered 
the Junior Prepared Section, which was won by STIRLING HIGH. 
The Unprepared Section was done away with as the Junior and Senior 
Sections were combined. 
    

PUBLIC SPEAKING FOR GRADES 10, 11 and 12: There 
were 7 speakers in the Senior Prepared Section, which was won 
by MERRIFIELD. The Unprepared Section was done away 
with as the Junior and Senior Sections were combined.      
  
READ OUT LOUD FOR GRADES 4 and 5: 15 schools 
entered the Grade 4 Section, which was won by MERRIFIELD. 
15 schools participated in the Grade 5 Section, which was won 
by CAMBRIDGE and STIRLING. 
 
READ OUT LOUD FOR GRADES 6 AND 7: 10 schools 
participated in the Grade 6 Section, which was won by GONU-
BIE PRIMARY.11 schools participated in the Grade 7 Section, 
which was won by CAMBRIDGE PRIMARY. 
 
READ OUT LOUD FOR GRADES 8, 9, 10 and 11:  6 
Schools entered each of the sections. The Grades 8, 9 and 
Grade 11 Sections were won by CLARENDON HIGH; while 
the Grade 10  Section was won by STIRLING HIGH. 
 
SPELLING BEE FOR FOUNDATION PHASE: 17 
Schools entered this con-
test, which was won by 
MERRIFIELD. 
 
SPELLING BEE FOR 
GRADES 4-7: 10 
Schools participated in 
this competition, which 
was won by CLAREN-
DON PRIMARY. 
 
STUDY SKILLS 
WORKSHOPS: A num-
ber of SACEE’s popular 3-hour Study Skills Workshops were 
held at primary and high schools throughout the Border Area to 
help raise funds for SACEE to conduct its many activities in the 
area. 
 
IN CLOSING: During the latter part of 2016, Mrs Geneveve 
Whittal, from Kuswag, joined our committee. Many thanks to 
our dedicated committee members, principals, educators, learn-
ers and parents who make these activities, which reach many 
thousands of learners throughout South Africa, possible. Your 
hard work and sacrifices are much appreciated. 
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It is with great sadness that we learned of the 
passing of one of our most valued committee 
members at the start of 2017.   
 
We will always remember SHERYL HUMAN as 
a dedicated, sincere and loving member of the 
SACEE Committee.  
  

Her project, THE READ OUT LOUD Contest, 
will continue to run in the Border Region as the 
‘Sheryl Human Read Out Loud’ Contest. 



Following the SACEE 60th anniversary national Jubilee year of 
2015, the Western Cape branch celebrated another major mile-
stone: the 50th publication of our flagship national project English 
Alive, the annual anthology of the best of prose and poetry writing 
from South African high schools.  We approached several publish-
ers with the proposal of a 50th anniversary anthology of a year-by-
year selection of the best published work 1967-2016, edited by 
Robin Malan. This was generously taken up by Pearson, which 
published 2 500 copies for free distribution to high schools across 
the country, as a mark of the value of English Alive in inspiring 
creative writing in young South Africans.  We are extremely grate-
ful to our branch members for their help in distribution to schools 
after the beautifully produced books had been delivered to various 
centres nationwide. The book, which represented a huge task for 
Robin yet was at the same time a very evident labour of love, has 
been received with acclaim. Not only is it being widely used in 
schools, it is affirming the achievement of past and current writ-
ers, bringing together former English Alivers with Robin’s active 
linking, and impressing people who are committed to the further-
ance of creative writing in general. 
 

Our other projects are successfully continuing. Spellcheck was 
written by 2187 Grade 8 learners from 16 different schools, with 
Springfield Convent averaging over 80% correct answers in their 
scripts, thereby retaining the Spelling Picture for another year. 
They are, however, being closely challenged by CBC St John’s, 
Sans Souci and Westerford.   
 

The Forum Discussions’ 
Victoria League Shield was won 
for the first time by the Settlers 
High School, with a young and 
enthusiastic team. Roger Gra-
ham continues to run the Fo-
rums with great commitment, 
but funding bequeathed by the 
Victoria League is almost ex-
hausted and if they are to con-
tinue past next year, another 
sponsor will need to be found.  
 

Rambling Readers are much 
valued by the five schools in which they read to Foundation Phase 
learners, and the dedicated readers have built up excellent relation-
ships with the staff and children involved. 
 

Our 2016 AGM was addressed by writer and academic Finuala 
Dowling, engaging with a lively audience who appreciated her hu-
mour and literary insights. We welcomed to the committee Sue 
Wigham, who has been a great acquisition. Not only was she an assis-
tant editor for English Alive, but also a committed  Rambling Reader, 
Spellcheck marker and Forums judge. 
 

I should like to thank the committee: Anne Schlebusch, Roger Gra-
ham, hon. treasurer Peter Nicolay, and Sue Wigham; the Rambling 
Readers, Spellcheck markers (especially the ace Marilyn Graham), and 
our member teachers for support over an eventful year. 
 

The winning pieces were read by: Mr Digby Ricci, Dr Richard Hay-
ward, Miss Talita Bedessy, Mrs Karen Elgar, Dr Mark Leite and 
Ella-Bella from Generation Earth. Some of the awards were pre-
sented by Miss Ilze Saunders (Miss Earth South Africa 2014). Mr 
Digby Ricci was our guest speaker and he made some valid and 
valuable points about poetry writing. 
 

In order to promote writing throughout primary schools, winning 
slots have been allocated: four places for Grade 4, five places for 
grade 5, six for Grade 6 and seven for Grade 7. However, these 
may vary slightly according to the adjudicators.  
 
The competition was sponsored by Reader’s Warehouse, The Miss 
Earth South Africa Programme, Mondeor Primary, The Oprah 
Winfrey Leadership Academy for Girls, The Glen Shopping Centre 
and Generation Earth. 
 

A booklet was published with the winners and runners-up work. 
The top five schools were: 
 

 St Mary’s School, Waverley 

 Auckland Park Preparatory School 

 King David Primary School, Linksfield 

 Roedean School, Pridwin, Robertsham Primary, Mondeor Pri-
mary School 

 Parkview Senior School 

This year the 
Junior Origi-
nal Writing 
Competition 
for Primary 
Schools was 
led by Miss 
Annastella 
Papageorgiou 
from 

Mondeor Primary School. She was assisted by Mrs Robin Nell, Mrs 
Gill Callan, Mrs Heather Tutton, Mrs Paula De Oliviera, Miss 
Talita Bedessy, Miss Lehlogonolo Chiloane and Ms Jesse De-
combes.  
 
Two hundred-and-eighty individual pieces of writing were submit-
ted by 11 schools. All entrants received one of the following certif-
icates: participation, merit, runner-up or winner. 
 

The floating trophy in memory of Mrs Beverly Liebenberg was 
awarded to the school with the most winning pieces (St Mary’s 
School) and a trophy recording the top five schools was presented 
to the runner-up school (Auckland Park Preparatory school 
School) in honour of Dr Richard Hayward, founder of this particu-
lar competition  
 

Western Cape … Terril Nicolay 

Mid-Vaal …  Annastella Papageorgiou 
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Johannesburg … Rohan Quince 

DEBATING: The SACEE Debating League continues to be the big-
gest and strongest league in Gauteng.  In 2017, 67 schools have regis-
tered for the debating league, with 91 junior teams and 104 senior 
teams.  The championship rounds are approaching. 

CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION: In 2016 the Creative 
Writing Competition attracted entries from twenty-six schools, includ-
ing some in the Free State and KZN.  Winners were awarded book 
vouchers and copies of Robin Malan’s ‘50 Years of English Alive’. 
Entries are now being received for the 2017 Creative Writing Competi-
tion. 

SHAKESPEARE MONOLOGUE COMPETITION: In 2016, as 
part of the 400-year commemoration of Shakespeare’s death in 1616, 
SACEE sponsored a Shakespeare Monologue Competition, hosted by 
King David Linksfield School. 

The second annual SACEE Shakespeare Monologue Competition took 
place on 9 May 2017 at the National Children’s Theatre.  This year we 
had entrants from seven schools, including King David Linksfield 
Primary and High Schools, Willowmoore High, Ameerak Montessori, 
Horizon International, Kingsmead and Sacred Heart.  Each actor was 
allowed to perform up to three different speeches to show their versa-

tility. 

Speeches from no 
fewer  than twelve 
Shakespeare plays 
were performed, 
ranging from come-
dies like As You Like 
It to tragedies like 
King Lear, from well-
known favourites like 
Romeo and Juliet to 
lesser known plays 
like Titus Andronicus.   

The adjudicators 
were delighted by the 
enthusiasm of the 
performers and im-
pressed by the dra-
matic impact of many 

of the speeches.  Joshua Wilensky was commended for his energetic 
gusto as Titus Andronicus gloating over his wicked victims, as well as 
for his portrayal of a lovesick Duke Orsino.  Kira Levin also impressed 
with her clarity of speech and the effectiveness of her movements as 

Puck.  Highly commended was Zainaaz Hansa, who gave a spir-
ited performance as Puck and a wonderfully wicked rendition of 
Iago. 

The winner was 
Samuel Hertz from 
King David Links-
field Primary 
School, who per-
formed Petruchio’s 
swaggering speech 
to Kate in The Tam-
ing of the Shrew, and 
two speeches from 
Macbeth – Macbeth’s 
“Is this a dagger?” 
soliloquy and a col-
ourful rendition of 
the witches’ brew! 

The monologues 
were followed by 
scenes performed 
by students of King 
David Linksfield 
High.  We saw Cleopatra’s outrageous abuse of the poor Mes-
senger who brings her the news that Antony has married some-
one else from Antony and Cleopatra; the drunken scene with Mal-
volio’s angry intervention from Twelfth Night; and the Pyramus 
and Thisbe playlet from A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Thank you to the South African Council for English Education 
and the National Children’s Theatre for promoting Shakespeare! 
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Bloemfontein … Melissa Smith 

Miss Norine van Arkel retired as chairperson of SACEE Debating in 
Bloemfontein and Chairperson of SACEE at the end of 2016. Miss 
Melissa Smith has been appointed as the new Chairperson in both 
capacities.  

Miss van Arkel has played a very important role in the success of 
debating in Bloemfontein and we would like to thank her for her 
many years of service to SACEE. Our treasurer, Mr R van Zyl, has 

also been replaced (by Mrs Pienaar).  

We also work very closely with the University of the Free State 
Students’ Debating Board with Miss Matlhodi Leteane as the 
logistics coordinator.  

The winners of the league for 2016 were as follows:  
    Juniors: St. Michael’s School for Girls  
    Seniors: St. Andrew’s Boys’ School  
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Venue: B2 Arena 

(Monument) 

 

What the Dickens 

! 
Tues 4 July at 10:00 

Wed 5 July at 20:00 

Fri 7 July at 20:00 

Sat 8 July at 12:00 

JEREMY FOGG & ROHAN QUINCE 

BEG TO ANNOUNCE 

SCENES FROM THE WORKS OF 

MR CHARLES DICKENS 

SACEE CONGRATULATES ROHAN QUINCE ON 

A SCINTLATING PERFORMANCE AT THE  

NATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL IN JULY THIS YEAR! 



National Schools Debating Championships 
Our local branch hosted the annual debating championships at 
the Hans Merensky Hotel and Spa in Phalaborwa from 10  to 15 
December. This was the first time that the national tournament 
had come to Limpopo since the South African Schools Debating 
Board (SASDB) took on the mantle of organising the annual 
tournament.  
 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation hosted workshops on the first 
day of the tournament - a first for the tournament. Workshop 
topics were on:  
 

 South Africa’s political economy & exploring gender – chal-
lenging opinions  

 Free speech, hate speech and the South African legal system 

 Critical thinking, logic, arguments: doing philosophy by touch-
ing on epistemology, philosophy of mind and ethics  

 South Africa in facts and stats – making sense of what’s really 
going on.  

 
The workshops were facilitated by some of South Africa’s lead-
ing minds on the topics covered. The learners in attendance 
thoroughly enjoyed the discussions and it was a welcome primer 
for the debates over the days ahead.  
 
Our provincial delegation performed well too. Our best senior 
team was ranked 3rd at the end of the preliminary rounds. This 
was a record-breaking achievement. The junior teams were 
ranked in the bottom half of the team’s tab. Two of our speakers 
were selected to trial for positions on the junior and senior na-
tional teams respectively: Madzanga Ramabulana and Phuti Sen-
yatsi.  
 
Special thanks to the SASDB and the main tournament sponsor, 
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation, for making the event possi-
ble. 

Our major 
achievements in 
2016 are as follows: 
 
11th SACEE PDL 
Schools Tourna-
ment  
The tournament 
took place on 20 
February 2016 and 
had three rounds. It 
was hosted by Hoër-
skool Noorderland. 
Top speakers in the 
junior division were 
Mahlako 
Kgomoeswana, 

Munaka Munyai, Poroma Hlako and Naledi Sebati. Top speakers in 
the senior division were Tebogo Mamabolo, Vhudi Mothabatsinde 
and Violet Letsoalo. 
 
12th SACEE PDL Schools Tournament  
The tournament took place on the 7th May 2016 and had three 
rounds. It was hosted by Hoërskool Noorderland. Top speakers in 
the junior division were Mahlogonolo Nkadimeng, Alicia Mmethie, 
Mamotale Mankoe and Mahlako Kgomoeswana. Top speakers in the 
senior division were Phuti Senyatsi, Bohlokwa Malahlela, Dimpho 
Matli and Miles Ilorah. 
 
5th SACEE Limpopo Provincial Debating Championship  
The tournament took place on the 9th September 2016 and had four 
rounds. It was hosted by PEPPS College Polokwane. Top speakers 
in junior division were Mahlako Kgomoeswana, Ofentse Makgato, 
Poroma Hlaka. Top speakers in the senior division were Vhudi Moth-
abatsinde, Tebogo Mamabolo and Phuti Senyatsi. Twelve speakers 
were selected from each division to represent the province at the 
national tournament. 
 

Polokwane … Thlou Mashitisho  
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To be able to write creatively and to allow the reader into your mind 
is a skill that requires practice, practice and more practice. Express-
ing oneself vividly takes into account 
prior knowledge as well as years and years 
of reading all genres of writing. After all, 
creative writing encompasses everything 
and more that has been taught in the 
English classroom. It embraces the lan-
guage components, spelling and sentence 
construction, together with figures of 
speech and the writer’s unique interpreta-
tion of a topic. 

Each year we receive more entries to our 
Creative Writing Exposium for Primary Schools and to our High 
School Writing Competition. We are delighted with the exploration 

of the various genres of writing as well as the exceptional stand-
ard of writing by these young people. Thanks to all who partici-

pated, and congratulations to those learners whose 
writings were published in our booklet! 

To the hardworking and dedicated educators at school 
who are constantly motivating and inspiring learners, 
SACEE appreciates and looks forward to your contin-
ued support in the teaching, learning and appreciation 
of English. 

A sincere acknowledgement of thanks and gratitude 
must be made to the hardworking team of volunteers at 
the Pretoria Branch. We have had another very success-
ful year thanks to the efforts of Lindsay Godfrey, Ce-

leste Marks, Youve Singh and Lesley Todd. It has been a pleas-
ure to work so closely with all you this year. 

Pretoria… Sheila Naidoo  


