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English is ‘Alive’ and Well! 
 

It was announced in July 
that South Africa’s 
Henrietta Rose-Innes had 
won the Caine Prize for 
African Writing for her 
story Poison from ‘Africa 
Pens’, published by 
Spearhead, an imprint of 
New Africa Books, Cape 
Town.  This story has 

already won the  

HSBC/SA PEN 
competition in 2007.  The 
news was of particular 
delight to Robin Malan, 
editor of SACEE’s 
publication  English Alive.     

         Henrietta Rose-Innes 
         

Robin wrote, “Huge congratulations to Henrietta on winning 
the 2008 Caine Prize for African Writing.  She started her 
published writing career in English Alive from 1985 to 1989 
when she was a student at Westerford High School and 
when Michael King was editor. She was short listed for the 
Caine in both 2007 and 2008. She attended the Caine Prize 
fortnight-long workshop and, of course, the award dinner and 
announcement in the Bodleian Library in Oxford on 7 July. 
Very well done, Henrietta!”   
 
As the winner of the £10,000 Caine Prize, known as the 
‘African Booker’, Henrietta will take up a month’s residence 
at Georgetown University, Washington DC, as a “Caine 
Prize/Georgetown University writer-in-Residence”.  The 
award covers all her travel and living expenses.   

 
About the Caine Prize: 
The Caine Prize, awarded annually for African creative writing, is named 

after the late Sir Michael Caine, former Chairman of Booker plc and 

Chairman of the Booker Prize management committee for nearly 25 years.  

The Prize is awarded for a short story by an African writer  published in 

English (indicative length 3,000 to 10,000 words).  An “African writer” 

will normally be taken to mean someone who was born in Africa, or who is 

a national of an African country, or whose parents are African, and whose 

work has reflected that cultural background.   
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The forty-second edition of English Alive was launched on the 
13 August 2008 at Cedar House School, Kenilworth, a school 
that has been consistently active in submitting pieces to 
English Alive throughout the year. Generally, the Cedar 
House students have produced some exciting work. Four of 
them were published in the 2008 edition: Oliver February, 
Thomas James Mathew, Charis Mostert, and Zahra 
Robertson.      

 
Against the backdrop of the cover artwork by Shabana 
Sonday (see the illustration below) six students from different 
Cape Town schools read their published pieces. Their 
readings were so good that the pieces came across perhaps 
even more strongly than they do on paper! The readers were: 
Camilla Christie of Rustenburg High School for Girls, Oliver 
February from Cedar House School, Luca Hart from La 
Rochelle Girls’ High School, Janeke Koker from Westerford 
High School, Douglas Perry from Diocesan College, and 
Pierre Vercueil from Somerset College. 

The guest speaker at the 
2008 launch was 
Henrietta Rose-Innes.  
Together with Michael 
Lindermann (1969-73), 
she has the distinction of 
having had pieces 
published in English Alive 
in every one of her high 
school years (1985-89) 
whilst at Westerford High 
School.   
 
Pictured left- The cover of 
the 2008 edition of English 

Alive.  Panels by Shabana Sonday, Westerford High School & 
Frank Joubert Art Centre  

 
English Alive an annual anthology of writing from 
high schools and colleges in southern Africa is 
published by the Western Cape branch of the 
South African Council for English Education.  
Latest closing date for submissions for the 2009 
edition is 1 May 2009.  Contributions can be e-
mailed to englishalive@iafrica.com using Times 
New Roman 12 pt font.  Artwork submissions for 
the cover can be e-mailed to the same address as 
JPEGs 300 dpi.   

 

Our Mission Statement: 
To support the teaching, learning and 

appreciation of English   
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From my Chair 

 
 
Viva language teachers, viva! 
 
I don’t believe that it is just bias 
on my part which makes me 
believe that the most hard-driven 
teachers in our schools are our 
language teachers.  From one 

point of view, they are better off because they have always 
had a huge marking load and were therefore not fazed, as 
other teachers were, by having to do Continuous 
Assessment (CASS); but the demands of the new curriculum 
have taken this to new heights.  
 
To illustrate this, let’s look at the requirements for the Further 
Education and Training (FET – Grades 10 – 11) band:  

• In Grades 10 and 11, a language teacher has to mark, 
as a minimum, 16 pieces of work for each pupil per year, 
whereas the teachers of other subjects are required to 
mark between 5 and 8 pieces only, depending on the 
subject. 

• In Grade 12, the respective figures are 14 and between 5 
and 7. 

• This means that, if a language teacher has five FET 
classes (averaging, let’s say, 35 – but could be much 
higher in poorer schools), he/she has to mark about 
2600 – 2800 pieces in a year, whereas another subject 
teacher with five FET classes would have to mark about 
1010 – 1225 pieces – less than half.  Add to this the fact 
that language pieces are more demanding in terms of 
assessment, as marking them involves more than merely 
ticking right and wrong but rather weighing up opinions 
and speculations with fine nuances. 

 
Language teachers should take a stand on this:  Either 
persuade the authorities to reduce the number of pieces, or 
impress upon school management to give language teachers 
fewer/smaller classes and/or take into account this heavy 
load when allocating extra-curricular activities, examination 
invigilation, etc. 
 
On top of this, language teachers – like all others – are 
burdened with a huge amount of paperwork which the new 
curriculum demands.  But here they should avoid falling into 
the trap of accepting some of the myths that surround these 
demands.  Here are two of them that need to be knocked: 
 

• Teachers must have a Lesson Plan for every period 
that they teach. 
NONSENSE! Teachers must have Lesson Plans, but 
these could cover two weeks, four weeks, or even a 
term.  The NCS ‘Learning Programme Guidelines’ 
actually states that ’Lesson Plans are not equivalent to 
periods on the school timetable’ but are rather ‘units of 
deliverable learning experiences’ (p5). The original 
RCNS ’Teachers’ Guide’ puts it thus: ’It can consist of a 
single activity or several activities spread over a few days 
or a number of weeks (p5).’  

 

 

 

 

Lesson Plans (and other planning 
documents) must have the Learning 
Outcomes (LOs) and Assessment Standards 
(Ass) written out in full. 
NONSENSE!   The RCNS document cited 
above makes the following sensible point: 
‘Teachers need to find ways of making the 
planning process [in general] a more 
manageable one, so that the process of 
planning is facilitative rather than being a 
tedious task. For example, there is not much 
point in rewriting Learning Outcomes and 
Assessment Standards each time an activity is 
developed. Numbering the Assessment 
Standards and then referring to the numbered 
Assessment Standards may be easier’ (p5). 

  
Another problem for language teachers is that they 
need to do much more research in order to teach 
effectively than their colleagues.  Most other 
subjects have textbooks which cover almost all 
that needs to be handled with the pupils, but if you 
are teaching literature, there is no book which tells 
you everything – and there are many different 
views about the literary works that need to be 
explored.  In this connection, the English Academy 
is planning to launch a journal for English teachers 
next year – depending on their obtaining funding 
for the project.  As the editor for the planned 
publication, I would welcome feedback from 
English teachers indicating whether they think this 
would be of use to them and what they would like 
to see in such a publication.  You can contact me 
at drv@worldonline.co.za. 

 
Stertke!  to all you language teachers out there! 
Dr Malcolm Venter 
National Chairperson 

 

When you have a “I hate my job day!”, 

try this:  
On your way home from work, stop at your 

pharmacy and go to the thermometer section 

and purchase a rectal thermometer made by 

Johnson and Johnson.  Be very sure you get 

this brand.   

When you get home, lock your doors, draw the curtains and 

disconnect the phone so you will not be disturbed.  Change into 

very comfortable pyjamas and sit in your favourite chair.   

Carefully open the package and remove the thermometer.  

Now, carefully place it on a table or a surface so that it will 

not become chipped or broken.   

Now the fun part begins – take out the literature and read it 

carefully.  You will notice that in small print there is a 

statement, “Every rectal thermometer made by Johnson & 
Johnson is personally tested.” 
 

Now, close your eyes and repeat out loud five times: 

“I am so thankful that I do not work for quality control at 
Johnson and Johnson” 
 
Now, have a glorious day and remember, there is always 
someone else with a job that is worse than yours!  
 
 
 

(Heather Doolooa–first published in NUE Comment 
Aug.’06)  
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Kelly Robbins and Cameron Cordell,  both from Port Elizabeth who  
 were placed 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 respectively in the 2008 English Olympiad.  

  
 
Cameron wrote to De Beers and the following is an extract -   

     
 
                                                                            15 July 2008 

 

““I am writing this short letter to say a huge “thank you” to De 

Beers for their sponsorship of the Top 15’s week at the National 

Schools’ Festival, and their extremely generous funding of the 

National English Olympiad. 

 

As far as the National Schools’ Festival is concerned, this is the 

first time I have attended and it was a privilege that I enjoyed 

immensely.   The plays, workshops and lectures were fantastic, and 

being exposed to such a variety of genre has changed my 

perspective of both the arts and myself.  I now appreciate and 

understand the diversity of “the arts” much more than I did before.  

What’s more, participating in the various activities along with the 

other Olympiad finalists was such a rewarding experience.  We all 

thoroughly enjoyed each other’s company during our week in 

Grahamstown and I know I have made good friends who will be with 

me throughout my life.  

 

I am very much aware that it is only through De Beers’ great 

generosity that the Olympiad can take place.  Please know that your 

company’s participation is very sincerely appreciated.  I do hope 

that you will be able to continue with your support in the coming 

years so that many other aspiring writers will be given the same 

wonderful opportunity you have given to me.  

 

The De Beers’ 2008 National English Olympiad has already been an 

amazing experience … and as I am one of the lucky three, there’s 

still the incredible literary tour to the UK to come!  Wow, what a 

year! 

 

Thank you again … for everything! “   

 

Cameron Cordell 

 

 
 
Cameron – Many congratulations to you on your 3

rd
 place win in the 

2008 English Olympiad!  SACEE was very pleased to learn that you had 
written to De Beers and we hope that you, Alexia and Kelly all enjoyed 
your literary trip to UK in December.    The editor of SACEE News would 
be delighted to receive a short account of your trip (with perhaps a 
photo or two) with a view to a feature in the next edition of this  
Newsletter.   The ‘deadline’ for submissions is November 2009, with a 
publication date of February 2010, so you have plenty of time! 

 

 

 

 

English Olympiad 2008 - The top 20 
 

 
Alexia Reedy 
Kelly Robbins. 
Cameron Cordell 
Daniella Da Camara 
Tansy Bensusan 
Andrew Tudhope 
Daniel Kaliski 
Siddharthiya Pillay 
Bronwyn White 
Emily Vermeulen 
Simone Pearce 
Chantalle Deere 
Ashmitha Ramgathi 
Chloé Hirschman 
Pratishtha Haridass 
Ian Caister 
Mariechen Puchert 
Alexandra Pearce 
Kieran van Bosch 
Marché Arends 
 

 
Crawford College, Pretoria 
Alexander Road High School, P E 
Grey High School, Port Elizabeth 
St Cyprian’s School 
St Andrew’s School for Girls 
St Peter’s College 
Herzlia High School 
Westville Girls’ High School 
Brescia House 
Bergvliet High School 
Potchefstroom Girls’ High School 
Clarendon Girls’ High School 
New West Secondary School 
Brescia House 
Epworth High School 
Maritzburg College 
Clarendon Girls’ High School 
St Mary’s DCG, Pretoria 
Woodlands International College 
Bergvliet High School 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Alexia Reedy from 
Crawford College, 
Pretoria who won 
first prize in the 
2008 English 
Olympiad.  Alexia 
joined Kelly and 
Cameron on a 
literary tour of 
England.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The theme of the 2009 Olympiad will be “Ambition”.  Further details 
of  the competition can be obtained from – 

 
The Olympiad Officer 

Grahamstown Foundation 
P O Box 304 
Grahamstown 

6140 
Tel: (046) 603 1145  Fax: (046) 622 7462 
E-mail:  olympiad@foundation.org.za 

 



4   

NEW S FROM  OUR BRA NCHESNEW S FROM  OUR BRA NCHESNEW S FROM  OUR BRA NCHESNEW S FROM  OUR BRA NCHES 

WESTERN CAWESTERN CAWESTERN CAWESTERN CA    PPPPE E E E     
 
Apart from the publication of English Alive, one of the other many branch projects is the annual Forum Discussions competition for 
the Victoria League shield. This is an interschools speaking competition in which each team must speak for 10 minutes on a topic 

with only 10 minutes to prepare.  The 2008 competition was won by the 
team from Bergvliet High School and Catherine Kruger, a member of 
that team, won the ‘Best Chairperson’ award.  The winning team is 
pictured left.   
 
Another project that the Western Cape branch has become involved 
with recently is running some small reading sessions in various schools 
where help was needed.  The feedback from these schools was 
extremely positive and it is hoped that such programmes can be 
continued in the future.  In addition, the branch ran second language 
spelling competitions in schools in deprived areas which were also very 
well received.  Their annual ‘Spellcheck’ competitions for Grade 8 
learners are always received with great enthusiasm and are welcomed 
by the English teachers.  Because of  the  emphasis on spelling and 
vocabulary, it is useful to have an entirely independent  assessment of 
the learners’ literacy levels so that the teachers can identify those 
learners who may need extra help prior to beginning their high school  
careers.       

Winners of the Victoria League shield  -  Bergvliet High School 
Back:  Emily Vermeulen and Marche Arends 
Front: Keenan Hendrickse, Catherine Kruger and Brigit       
Sgede.   

                                                                                                         ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Yesterday’s Tomorrow 

 

     If day can turn into night 

And night back into day 

Could a leopard change his spots 
In the same effortless way? 

 

Could the lively winds of change 

Sweep through the hissing fields of anger 
And all the blame that’s nailed on you 

Turn to ash and exist no longer? 

 
Is it safe to still dream the dreams 

You said you’d make come true 

When this is the only fate we’ll ever have 

With nothing being new? 
 

Yesterday you promised us a change 

‘A better life for all’ 

Answer this:  Yesterday has passed; 
Today, who takes the fall? 

 

And if today turned back into yesterday 

Would you still comfort us with your caring claims 
If you knew yesterday’s tomorrow 

Would be just an unfulfilled promise with  

everything still the same? 
 

 
(This poem was written about our South African 
government who have, so far, failed to deliver any 
of their promises, and millions are paying the price 
of it.) 
 
Alexandra Hendricks,  
Wynberg Girls’ High School   

 

 

 

 

English Alive 
 

The main project run by the Western Cape branch is the annual 
publication of English Alive, an anthology of writings from high 
schools and colleges in Southern Africa (see feature on front page).  
Wynberg Girls’ High School was very well represented recently.  
Four of the school’s Grade 9 learners had their work published in 
the 2008 edition of English Alive.  They are pictured below.  Quite 
an achievement for one school.  Well done!  

                  Back:   Kelsey Peters and  Tyler Williams 
                 Front:  Zahra Omarjee and Alexandra Hendricks 
 

 

Alexandra’s poem, Yesterday’s Tomorrow, is re-printed 
on the left.  In his comments on the poetry and prose 
published in the 2008 edition of English Alive, Mr Robin 
Malan said that Alexandra’s poem was, “A strong, 
angry poem.  The abcb rhyme-scheme is maintained 
throughout.  How effective is the long last line?” 
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JOHAJOHAJOHAJOHA    NNESBURGNNESBURGNNESBURGNNESBURG        

    

One of the branch’s main projects is the Debating league which 
takes place annually in the Gauteng area.  In 2008, the league 
consisted of 76 schools and for the first time comprised a Junior 
section for grades 7 –  9.  After the usual pool-based rounds and 
centralised debates, the provincial championships took place at the 
University of the Witwatersrand’s Education Campus in mid-
September.  The finals of the Junior event were held at St  John’s  
College and the subject of the debate concerned sports sanctions 
being imposed on China in protest over China’s human rights record.  
Following a very lively debate between St John’s and Heron Bridge 
Colleges, Heron Bridge was declared the winner.   

 
Pictured right:  The team from Heron Bridge College, winners of the 
Johannesburg Junior Debating competition. 
Front from left: Victoria Bruns, Carleigh Ramsey, JoanneTomlinson 
and Jarryd Webber. 
Back left; Philip Williams (Chairman of Gauteng Debating Board) and 
Warwick Brown (Chairman of the Jo’burg branch of SACEE)   

 
The Senior Open and Development finals took place at Museum Africa, where the subject of the debate was whether the directors 
of firms which failed in the recent economic crisis should have their personal assets forfeited!  The winners of the Senior Open 
Schools’ debate was King David’s Victory Park with St Peter’s College in second place and Tembisa won the Senior Development 
Schools’ Break with Bophelo Impilo a close second.   
 
The branch held its annual Junior Creative writing competition in 2008, a project which is always very well supported.  The prize-
giving ceremony was held at the Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy for Girls and the winners were –  
 
Grade 4 Overall Winner;   Lexie Pullinger (St. Mary’s, Waverley)  Grade 5 Overall Winner:  Hannah de Nobrega (St. Katherine’s) 
Grade 6 Overall  Winner:  Helena Milne (Parkview Primary)          Grade 7 Overall winner:  Keenan Stevens (Emmarentia 
Primary) 

 
The Johannesburg branch has recently agreed to take over the organisation and administration of the East Rand ‘Oracy’ project.  
The ‘Oracy’ project was first set up in 1997 by volunteer committee members of SACEE’s East Rand branch.  Because of a drop in 
membership, the branch was forced to close and the project was then passed to SACEE National office to oversee.  A new co-
ordinator was appointed in 2001 and the project continued to be run successfully.  In July 2008 however, the co-ordinator submitted 
her resignation (due to ill health) and the project was once again in danger of closure. SACEE is now delighted to report that the 
Johannesburg branch has agreed to take over the ‘Oracy’ project and have it listed as one of their branch projects.  The branch has 
indicated that it is looking forward to seeing the Oracy project grow from strength to strength at its new site in Daveyton.       

 

PRETORIA PRETORIA PRETORIA PRETORIA - The branch’s two main projects, the Creative Writing Competition for High schools and the 

Writing Exposium for Primary schools were again very well supported in 2008.  240 entries were submitted from the 
primary schools and 128 from the High schools.  2008 was the seventh year of Pretoria’s writing competitions and one 
of the co-ordinators said how delighted she was to see learners who had attended prize-giving ceremonies while in 
primary school, now emerging as winners at High school level.   

 
A grand prize-giving ceremony was arranged at the Pretoria Girls’ High School 
in September which was very well supported by friends and families, teachers 
and the prize-winners of course!    
 
SACEE Pretoria branch was 
one of the first to be opened  
In 1955 and, although beset   
with many problems along 
the way, the branch has 
continued to be successful.  
Currently the branch is being  
run by a small team of very 
dedicated and hard-working 
people who the chairperson,   
Mrs Sheila Naidoo describes 
as “the best in the world”.   
 

Rowan Price (left) and Chris Pelser both from 
Hatfield Christian School, Pretoria.  They each  
received a ‘Distinguished Performance’ certificate 
in the 2008 Creative Writing Competition.      

 

 

 

 
Poetry – by Kathleen Godfrey 
Pretoria High School for Girls 

 
The soft lull of words between two different worlds 
The hope of a lifetime made up of words 
The song in the silence, the unspoken now heard 
And ever and ever the poem unfolds 
A story on paper-a smooth strong sound.   
Recited or written, the magic is there 
And after you’ve known it, you’ll never forget. 
 
(The above is an extract from Kathleen’s poem which 
won third place in the Junior Poetry section) 
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EAEAEAEA    STSTSTST    ERN CAERN CAERN CAERN CA    PEPEPEPE        -  One of 

the more recent projects that the branch has 
sponsored is the “Lushington Schools’ 
project, a series of Teaching Creative Writing 
workshops and teaching programmes run by 
Mzi Mahola, a local published poet.  The 
workshops, which were aimed at educators, 
took place on the 9

th
 and 10

th
 of May and 

were attended by 5 teachers from 
Mzamomhle Primary and 4 from 
Mzlwemfundo Junior Secondary School. The 
principals of both schools attended.  Mzi 
focused primarily on poetry writing.  Handouts 
included poems that Mzi has written, which 
included descriptions of the local area and 
stories about particular individuals.  This, he 
said, created an “atmosphere of free 
participation”.  Mzi finalised the workshops by 
evaluating and editing the ‘homework’ which 
he had set the participants earlier.                                

Mzi Mahola teaching poetry to pupils in Lushington using his own prize winning 
collection of poetry.  The workshop was sponsored by the Eastern Cape Branch 

. 
Mr Mahola realised that another primary school in the Lushington area had missed out on his teachings because its 
existence was not known to him!  He has promised to run a workshop for them in 2009.  One observation made by Mr 
Mahola was that all three of these schools do not have books to implement a sustainable culture of reading.  He made 
an appeal for children’s story books and especially comics, saying that in such rural areas where there isn’t even a 
newspaper available, such material will certainly suffice. Anyone who can help with the provision of suitable reading 
material for these rural schools, should contact the Eastern Cape branch directly.       
 
Another project sponsored by the Eastern Cape Branch in 2008 was a Speech Festival organised by the Speech and 
Drama College in Port Elizabeth.  The festival was held over two days with over 400 entrants participating from 13 
schools, both Junior and Senior level.  The schools which entered ranged from the private (and fairly wealthy) schools, 
to those schools serving the mainly previously disadvantaged communities.  The categories of performances were – 
solo poetry, monologues, duologues, choral verse, TV actuality – and ‘what you will’.  This range of categories allowed 
a variety of talents to shine through and meant that the children were not judged simply on formal speech abilities.  
The organisers of the festival were extremely grateful for the support of the Eastern Cape branch, saying that without 
SACEE’s help, such events could not continue.          

 

 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BLOEMFONTEIN  BLOEMFONTEIN  BLOEMFONTEIN  -  One of our smallest 

branches, Bloemfontein’s main activity is participating 
in the Debating league.  The league follows the World 
Schools’ style but with local variations which were put 
in place to assist the township schools.  In the 
preliminary rounds, debating topics are announced 
beforehand and one hour’s preparation time allowed 
prior to the actual debate itself.  During the 2007 
season, 44 teams participated in the First and Second 
debating leagues.  The branch continues to 
experience difficulties with recruiting experienced adult 
adjudicators although they are now ably supported by 
student members of the Debating Society of the 
University of the Free State.      
 
Credit for the continuation of Bloemfontein’s 
participation in SACEE events must go to the 
Chairperson of the branch, Miss Norine van Arkel, 
who manages to carry on with very few resources and a committee of only two!!    
If there is anyone in the Bloemfontein area who is interested in the aims and objectives of SACEE and who feels that 
they could assist Miss van Arkel in the running of the branch and perhaps in extending the branch’s activities and 
projects, we would love to hear from you.  (Please contact SACEE National Office – see page 8 for details)  
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BORDERBORDERBORDERBORDER  -   the ‘prestige’ project of our East London branch is the annual Language Challenge and Puzzle 

Parade.  The Language Challenge started in 1991 as an initiative to provide an English language benchmarking 
service to schools.  Over the past 18 years the Challenge has expanded into a National initiative, serving schools in all 
9 provinces of South Africa.   In 2008 a total of 48,850 learners from 117 schools participated in the tests.  These 
numbers were up from the previous year when 32,331 learners from 59 schools participated.  The increase in the 
number of participants was largely due to the fact that the branch managed to secure sponsorships for the 2008 
competitions and consequently there were no entry fees charged.  It is hoped that such sponsorship can be obtained 
again, so that even more schools and learners can participate in future competitions.  The following is a breakdown of 
the results obtained in the 2008 competitions.   

 

GRADE  NUMBER OF 
LEARNERS 

NATIONAL  
AVERAGE 

HIGHEST 
SCORE 

1 5191 61.2% 34 learners scored 100% 

2 5198 61.4% 23 learners scored 100% 

3 5163 63.8% 2 learners scored 100% 

4 6277 46.9% 1 learner scored 96% 

5 6285 56.6% 4 learners scored 97% 

6 6369 54.2% 1 learner scored 100%  

7 6186 61.3% 1 learner scored 100% 

8 2101 50.7% 1 learner scored 94% 

9 1872 54.0% 1 learner scored 96% 

10 1943 50.6% 1 learner scored 94% 

11 1851 56.0% 1 learner scored 97% 

12 414 62.1% 1 learner scored 93% 
 
 
 Pictured left:  Mr Neil le Roux, Chairman of Border branch  
 and National Vice-Chairperson of SACEE.      

 
The 2008 top prize-winners:    
Grade 4 with a score of 96%   S. Crerar  (St Conrad’s School) 
Grade 5 – with a score of 97%      N. Conde (Bridge House); J. Jellema-Butler (Greenfield Primary) 
                                                    S. Jolwana (Transkei Primary); M. van Niekerk (Greenfield Primary)  
Grade 6 – with a score of 100%    S. Singh  (New Germany Primary)          
Grade 7 -  with a score of 100%      C. Ribeiro  (Clarendon Primary) 
Grade 8 -  with a score of 94%       K. Johnson  (Parktown Girls’ High School) 
Grade 9 -  with a score of 96%  M. Lloyd  (Clarendon ) 
Grade 10  with a score of 94%  K. Kemp  (Chesterhouse) 
Grade 11  with a score of 97%  A. Godsell  (Parktown Girls’ High School)                                                   
Grade 12  with a score of 93%  N. Driver  (Deutsche International Schule)                                                                 

                                                                                          

When first set up, the Language Challenge was 
aimed at high school learners only, from 
Grades 8 to 12. Later on however, primary 
school learners from Grades 4 to 7 were 
included and in 2001 the branch introduced its 
‘Puzzle Parade’ for Grade 1 to 3 learners.   The 
competition is now open to all grades from 
Grade 1 to Grade 12 and with no entry fee 
involved it is hoped that this competition will go 
from strength to strength in future years.    

  

 
Pictured right:  Learners from schools in the Border area 
who attended the annual prize-giving ceremony in 2008.    

 

Some of the other regular activities organised by Border branch include the very popular ‘Fun with Words’ project, the 
Junior Poetry Festival, the Junior Public speaking competition, the Forum discussions and the end of year church 
service.  In addition Mr le Roux, who is ably supported by a committed and extremely loyal group of dedicated 
voluntary workers, conducts a whole variety of very well supported and entertaining workshops and seminars 
throughout the year.  These are aimed at both school children and adults alike.  Subjects in the past have included 
‘Creative thinking skills’, ‘Study skills’, ‘Creative entrepreneurial skills’ and ‘Leadership and teamwork skills’. One of our 
most successful and active branches of SACEE, Border continues to go from strength to strength.          
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Contact Details 

 

National Office 

 

PostNet Suite 141 

Private Bag X0001 

IFAFI 

0260 

 

Tel/Fax:  012 259 1429  

 E-mail: sacee@iburst.co.za 

 
BRANCHES

 
Bloemfontein 

 

P O Box 29224 

DANHOF 

9310 

 

Border 

 

P O Box 173 

GONUBIE 

5256 

E-mail: sacee@telkomsa.net 

 

 

Eastern Cape 

P O Box 12097 

CENTRAHIL 

6006 

E-mail: janetbl@iafrica.com 

 

Johannesburg 

 

P O Box 5204 

BENONI SOUTH 

1502 

E-mail: saceejnb@telkomsa.net 

www.sacee-jhb.co.za 

 

Polokwane 

(Not currently operating) 

 

Pretoria 

 

P O Box 660 

PRETORIA 

0001 

 

Western Cape 

 

P O Box 23912 

CLAREMONT 

7735 

 Bursary News 
 

There were no SACEE National bursaries 

awarded in 2008.  Although quite a number of 

applications were received for the ‘Norah Taylor’ 

bursary, no applicant actually satisfied the 

criteria.  Because of this it has been decided to 

set out details of the SACEE bursaries again -  

 

The ‘Norah Taylor’ Bursary    This bursary is available for further study in 

SPEECH TRAINING, ORAL COMMUNICATION OR THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH 

AS A FIRST or SECOND LANGUAGE.  The bursary is available ONLY to 

QUALIFIED TEACHERS (minimum M + 3) with at least FOUR (4) YEARS 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE.  The course can be by correspondence, part-time or full-

time, but must be undertaken at an educational institution in SOUTH AFRICA .   

 

The closing date for applications is 31 July of the year PRIOR to the year of 

proposed study.  For example – for any period of proposed study between 1 January 

2010 and 31 December 2010 an application for the bursary must be submitted by 

the end of July 2009.  In exceptional circumstances, late applications will be 

considered.  
 

Prospective bursars will be required to complete an application form (available from 

SACEE National office) and may be required to attend a selection interview 

(interviews are generally held in the Gauteng area but arrangements can be made 

for the applicant to attend the nearest branch of SACEE if appropriate). 
 

The ‘Ex-PCE’ Bursary  This bursary scheme was originally introduced by the 

Pretoria branch of the South African Council for English 

Education.  It sought to assist ex-students and teachers 

of the Pretoria College of Education with furthering their 

studies in the teaching and/or promotion of the English 

language. Please note that the bursary is available ONLY 

for POST GRADUATE study and the applicant’s normal 

place of residence must be in the PRETORIA area.   

 

The ‘ex-PCE’ bursary is available for POST          

GRADUATE study only.  The course of study can be 

on any aspect of the English language e.g. the 

teaching/promotion of the English language, 

involvement in the language, drama courses etc.  The 

course can be by correspondence, part-time or full-

time BUT IT MUST BE at a SOUTH AFRICAN educational institution.  
 

Applicants must be South African citizens or residents and their normal place 

of residence must be in the PRETORIA area.  The bursary is available for 

course fees, the purchase of books, printing costs and, at the Bursary 

Committee’s discretion, any other incidental expenses which may be incurred.   

The applicant will need to show that he/she qualifies as a ‘deserving’ case.  
 

The closing date is 31 July preceding the year of proposed study - as for the 

‘Norah Taylor’ bursary.   

    

Application forms can be obtained from SACEE National Office see address on 

left. 

 
 

 
The editor of SACEE News welcomes your comments  -  please write, fax  or e-mail  to -          Miss P Bootland 
                         PostNet Suite 141 
Tel/Fax:  012 259 1429     E-mail sacee@iburst.co.za                                                                     Private Bag X0001 
                                               IFAFI, 0260 

 


